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By GEORGINA RUPP 
Staff Writer 


The American Market- 
ing Association (AMA) 
hosted their first Dress for 
Success Fashion Show last 
night in the Merrick Barn. 
The event was a fundraiser 
for Dress for Success, a non- 


XVI 


profit organization that 
supports and empowers 
low-income women world- 
wide by providing them 
with interview suits and 
career development assis- 
tance. 

Entry to the event was 
$5 at the door or free with a 
donation of business profes- 
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Brooks Brothers donated clothing that student models wore during the AMA’s first Dress for Success Charity Fashion Show last night. 


Charity fashion show supports Dress for Success 


sional clothing. In addition 
to raising funds for Dress 
for Success, the event’s pur- 
pose was to teach the “do's” 
and “don’ts” of interview at- 
tire. The timing of the event 
also appropriately coincided 
with interview season. 
Volunteers at the Balti- 
more chapter of Dress for 


Success kicked off the night 
with comments about their 
personal experiences with 
the organization. 

Cleona Garfield, who es- 
tablished Dress for Success 


| underprivileged 


Baltimore in 2007, opened | 
with a few words about the 
important work that her | 
See FASHION SHOW, pace A3 


‘ The days of Elvis are 
over: the fate of 


music today 
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By ELI WALLACH 
Staff Writer 


Bloomberg School of 
Public Health professor 
Debra Furr-Holden deliv- 


| ered a lecture entitled “Is 


There a Health Crisis in the 
African American Com- 
munity?” last Tuesday. 
The Office of Multicul- 
tural Affairs organized the 
event in succession with 
a series of others to com- 


| memorate Black History 


Month. 
Furr-Holden employed 
Baltimore as a model for 


| her to discuss the rela- 
| tionship between race and 


status in 
commu- 


socioeconomic 


nities. 

“There is an interesting 
correlation between race, 
place and class,” Furr- 


“var LO JOIN 
businesses 


is a call for action.” 
Baltimore is a city divid- 
ed. For example, according 
to Furr-Holden, there is a 
twenty year difference in 
life expectancy between 
the Upton Druid Heights 
community, which is 97 
percent African American, 
and the Roland Park com- 


Sororities new member JHUMUNC draws high school delegates 
classes highest in years 


By JOHN DUROVSIK 
Staff Writers 


The Panhellenic Soror- 
ity Recruitment process 
concluded with 235 stu- 
dents choosing to join 
one of Hopkins’s four so- 
rorities: Alpha Phi, Kappa 
Kappa Gamma, Phi Mu 
and Pi Beta Phi. Originally, 
276. girls registered for re- 
cruitment. 

Each sorority received 
at least 58 new members, 
giving rise to some of the 
largest member classes in 
recent years. 

“Having a stronger and 
larger fraternity and soror- 
ity community at Hopkins 
will benefit the University 
in a variety of ways,” Ra- 
chel Drennen, Coordinator 
of Greek Life & Orientation 
in the office of the Dean of 
Student Life, wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 
“Our chapters encourage 
their members to become 
more involved on campus;- 
they promote members’ 
leadership skill develop- 
ment through fraternity 
and sorority leadership 
roles — both formal and 
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informal — and this will 
only help members be bet- 
ter 
campus activities.” 

And yet, Drennen said, 
the influence of sororities 


and fraternities extends 
beyond Homewood. 
“The fraternities and 


sororities also provide op- 
portunities for members 
to give back to the campus 
and Baltimore communi- 
ties through service and 
philanthropy,” Drennen 
wrote. “In fact, one of the 
central tenets of the Greek 
experience is the cultiva- 
tion in members of respon- 
sibility for the well-being 
of others.” 

Following recruitment, 
sororities and _ fraterni- 
ties face the challenge of 
shaping an incoming class 
that will impart principles 
gained from Panhellenic 
societies upon the Hopkins 
community. 

“These organizations 
have much to contribute to 
the University, if they fo- 
cus on acting in ways that 
are congruent with the val- 
ues upon which they were 
founded.” 


| 
| By BEN SCHWARTZ 
| Staff Writer 


More than 1,750 high 


| school students descended 


leaders in their other | 


on Baltimore for the Johns 
Hopkins University Model 
United Nation Conference 
(JHUMUNC), the largest 
number of attendees in the 


| conference’s history. The 


ee een + 


conference hosted a record 


four international high 
schools and one Baltimore 
public school. 


The conference, which 
has doubled in size over 
the past four years, began 
last Thursday evening and 
ended on Sunday after- 
noon. The four-day event 
was run entirely by a staff 
of about 130 undergradu- 
ate students, with 200 
faculty advisers from 100 
schools in attendance as 
well, ~ 

“Through four years, 
the things I’ve learned 
from JHUMUNC I don’t 
think I would have 
learned anywhere else at 
Hopkins. The leadership 


-aspect, the business side 


of it, the marketing, how 
to get schools, inform 
schools why JHUMUNC 
is such a great opportu- 
nity for them, as well as 
just the people I’ve met,” 


Secretary General senior 
Michael Kimmelman said. 

Visiting high school 
students were invited on 
Friday morning to the 
Homewood campus for an 
admissions breakfast and 
series of tours, after the 
opening ceremonies and 
committee sessions Thurs- 
day evening. 

A cappella groups, 
such as the AllNight- 


COURTESY OF HOPKINS MODEL UN CONFERENCE VIA FACEBOOK 
The conference was hosted at the Baltimore Renaissance hotel. 


a RS 


ers and the Octopodes, 
performed Friday eve- 
ning before a long night 
for most students, as the 
much-anticipated “mid- 
night crisis” 
early Saturday morning, 


lasting nearly until day- | 
| this spring, according to 


break. 
Following lunch and 
more sessions, a_ del- 


egate dance took place 
SEE JHUMUNC, pace A6 


| 


was staged | 
| set for Potbelly’s opening, 


Professor speaks about 
‘Bmore race, health link 


munity, which is 87 per- 
cent white. 

The focus of her presen- 
tation centered on her re- 
search in Baltimore. 

Examining the prob- 
lems of drugs and alco- 
holism in inner-city Bal- 
timore, she discovered an 
error in the enforcement 
of a Maryland law that re- 
quires any liquor seller to 
be located at least 300 feet 
away from any school or 
religious building. 

She found that just in 
the area around the Bloom- 
berg School of Public 
Health, there were myriad 
violations to the law: 35 

See AFRICA, pace A6 


Potbelly 


on St. Paul 


By JACK BARTHOLET 
Staff Writer 


Potbelly Sandwich 
Shop is replacing Cloud 
Nine Clothing on St. 
Paul Street. Renovations 
are currently underway 
to transform the former 
clothing boutique into an 
eatery. 

There is no specific date 


but it will be sometime 


Karen Elsbury, Eastern 
Zone Real Estate Manager 
for the sandwich chain. 
“We want to become 
the neighborhood sand- 
wich shop by embracing 
Johns Hopkins and the 
surrounding _ neighbor- 
hood communities, in- 
cluding Charles Village, 
Roland Park, Guilford, 
Hampden, Wyman Park 
and others. We strive to 
be the best place for lunch 
and feel we are a great 
fit for the students and 
surrounding — neighbor- 
hoods,” Elsbury said. 
Potbelly is replacing 
Cloud Nine, which was 
one of the few clothing 
stores in the area. This year 
marks the enterprise’s 
15th in business, five of 
which included the St. 
Paul Street location. How- 
ever, the company may 
not definitively be absent 
from St. Paul Street. The 
company now owns four 
See POTBELLY, pace A6 
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COURTESY OF WWW.PREMIERECOLLECTIBLES.COM (LEFT) AND WWWWKSKTHEHEAT.COM 
LEFT: Rev Run, known otherwise as Joseph Simmons. RIGHT: Tyrese Gibson. Both men spoke at Hopkins last week to promote their new book. 


Whose house is this? Run's house, at least for a night 


By GEORGINA RUPP 
Stal? Writer 


Last Thursday, hip-hop 
magnates Rev Run and 
Tyrese Gibson spoke about 
the complexity of relation- 
ships in an event sponsored 
by Barnes & Noble Johns 
Hopkins. The event was 
hosted in in Charles Com- 
mons, where the duo spoke 
about their newly released 
relationship guide, a book 
entitled Manology: Secrets of 
your Man’s Mind Revealed. 

Approximately 340 
people attended the event, 
which was both free and 
open to the public, accord- 
ing to Barnes & Noble Johns 
Hopkins’ events manager 
Neil Ferguson. 

Carla Henry Hopkins, 
Director of Community 
Partnerships and Diversity 
Education at Hopkins, me- 
diated the conversation. As 
she took her place before 
the audience, she enlivened 
an already noticeably ex- 
cited crowd. 

“It’s going to be ridicu- 
lous,” she said. “Is everyone 
here twenty-one? Because it 
may go there.” 

Following these  re- 
marks, Rev Run and Ty- 


~rese Gibson took their seats © 


while surrounded by grand 
cheers and applause from 
fans in the audience. 

Rev Run, born Joseph 
Simmons, made his name 
as a founding member of 
his hip-hop group, Rua- 
D.M.C., and, two decades 
later, through his hit show 
Run’s House, which aired for 
six seasons on MTV. Today, 
fans follow Run daily by 
reading his words of wis- 
dom on Twitter. 

Tyrese Gibson, a Gram- 
my nominated R&B singer, 
has been involved in a num- 
ber of areas in today’s enter- 
tainment including acting, 
television producing, and, 
now, writing. 

Run and Gibson’s new 
book, Manology, was a col- 
laborative effort that ex- 
plores their conflicting 
views on marriage and rela- 
tionships. 

During their talk, Gib- 
son told the story of how he 
met Run. Gibson read about 
fidelity in one of Run’s 
words of wisdom posts and 
felt compelled to respond. 
To his surprise, he heard 
back. 

“Our first conversation 
ever was over four hours,” 
Gibson said. “I wouldn’t 


“say it was an argument, but > 


we just weren't on the same 
page.” 

Gibson went on to re- 
fer to their conversation as 
“straight up man talk.” 

Despite their divergent 
viewpoints, both Run and 
Gibson saw an opportunity 
to open their debate to the 
public. 

“We're not purposely 
disagreeing because it’s a 
gimmick,” Gibson stated. 

Although their views on 
marriage and relationships 
are opposite on paper, Run 
and Gibson agreed on a few 
points during the talk, such 
as the role of increasingly 
independent women in con- 
temporary society. 

On this topic, Run refer- 
enced both the Book of Ruth 
and Beyoncé to make his 
point. 

“(In the Book of Ruth], 
she saw him, and he was 
fly, he was the king. He ob- 
served her on her grind; 
then he decided to marry 
her,” Run said. “Let's take it 
back to Beyoncé... Jay liked 
Beyoncé on her grind when 
she was.dancing. The key 
in modern day is that if you 
have your own love of self, 
then people want to be with 
you.” 

Run concluded by noting 


that despite the advantages 
of independence, a healthy 


By ALEXANDRA 
BALLATO 
Stall Writer 


Blue Jay Boxes, a new stu- 
dent-run business that has 


|| been selling chocolates in 


the Breezeway, has arrived 


| on Homewood Campus just 


| the slogan “ 


relationship must be based | 


on balance. 


“Beyoncé is the modern- | 


day Book of Ruth,” he said. 


“A balanced life will close | 


the deal.” 

Gibson agreed. He noted 
that songs like Beyoncé’s 
“Single Ladies” inspire 
women to be self-sufficient: 
a good thing, he said, but he 
urged the ladies in the audi- 
ence to strike a balance. 

“Don’t ‘independence’ 
your way to loneliness, 
advised. 

Run and Gibson went 
on to cover a range of top- 
ics about the complexities of 
relationships. Following the 
talk, Run and Gibson held 
a book signing and a photo 
opportunity for those who 
had purchased books. Many 


"he | 
| Gurfein, who have really 


in time for Valentine’s Day. 
The company was started 
through Hopkins Student 
Enterprises (HSE), and spe- 
cializes in care packages 
and cake deliveries, under 
Making Home- 
wood Feel Like Home.” 

Freshmen Manwei Chan 
and Savannah Karmen- 
Tuohy met during their Pre- 
Orientation kayaking trip 
in the fall and came up with 
their business plan, soon 
after. They approached 
HSE to secure an invest- 
ment and received counsel 
through the process. 

“HSE has been really 


| helpful guiding us through 
| the beginning stages of 


members of the audience | 


were eager to meet the stars. 

“Yd say the audience 
was predominantly local 
[or] non-student,” Fergu- 
son wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. 


advertising, we contacted | 


the local press, posted the 
event on the bookstore 
and university websites, 
and used posters, | banners 
and flyers; 


starting a small business,” 
Chan wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. 

“We've worked closely 


| with financial and mar- 


keting advisors Ian Han, 
Chris Alvarez and Eva 


helped us iron out the little 
details in starting up and 
creating a brand,” Karmen- 
Tuohy wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. 

According to the co- 
founders, their idea arose 
when they arrived on cam- 
pus and quickly felt that 
absent at Hopkins was a 
convenient way for fam- 
ily members to send their 
favorite items to their chil- 


| dren’s mailbox for holi- 


“As for | 


days, exams or just for fun. 

“My brother goes to 
boarding school, and we 
would always try to send 


| him care packages around 


‘ 


exams or other holidays,” 


‘Karmen-Tuohy wrote in. 
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Care packages cheap, easy 
via new campus business 


an email to The News-Let- 
ter. “We wanted to bring 
this idea to Hopkins, in 
that parents, missing their 
kids, could send them a 
care package without all 
the hassle. They would 
just have to go online, pick 
out the specific items they 
know their child likes, and 
we'd do all the handiwork, 
delivering the customized 
gift box to their door.” 

“All of the other compet- 
ing care package companies 
are far more expensive and 
only offer a select range of 
pre-packaged boxes. Our 
goal was to create afford- 
able packages that could 
easily be customized, so it 
feels like Mom and Dad re- 
ally did send it from home,” 
Karmen-Tuohy wrote. 

Blue Jay Boxes sold Val- 
entine’s Day-themed pack- 
ages throughout the week, 
allowing students to send 
teddy bears, candy, and 
various items directly to 
the dorm rooms of their 
loved ones. The  busi- 
ness plan is to expand in 
the near future, and offer 
both pre-set boxes, as well 
as ones that can be cus- 
tomized on their website, 
which they plan to launch 
by the end of the week. 

“The website does tar- 
get parents sending to stu- 
dents, but we also hope to 
find a market in student- 
to-student box sending,” 
Chan wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. “We do 
also offer cake delivery, for 
birthdays or special occa- 
sions, which will hopefully 
be taken advantage of by 
students.” 

Karmen-luohy and 
Chan plan to stock a wide 
variety of items to be made 

available on the website, 
such as pretzels, hot cocoa 
and an extensive assort- 
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University seeks to appease neighborhood concerns in community email 


By JACK BARTHOLET 
Staff Writer 


This past month, Hop- 
kins has been taking steps 
to mitigate community 
concerns arising from stu- 
dents living in off-campus 
housing. Such efforts were 
outlined in a recent email 
to all community contacts 
in the Homewood area — 
which consists primarily of 
presidents of various asso- 
ciations — from Jennifer J. 
Mielke, Director of the Of 
fice of Community Affairs. 

According to Mielke, con- 
cerns arose primarily due to 
the fact that the University 
was undergoing a transition 
period, whereby Mielke 
replaced her predecessor, 
Salem Reiner, and Student/ 
Community Liaison Jon 
Walter replaced “Shush 
Lady” Carrie Bennett. 

The point of the email, 
according to Mielke, was to 
express Hopkins’ receptiv- 
ity to concerns and to assure 
the community that mea- 
sures were being taken to 
address its anxieties, 

“The purpose of the email 
was just sort of to let people 


know — let the presidents. 


of the associations know 
— that we heard them, the 
.student-community _rela- 
tions concerns that they had 
expressed,” Mielke said. 

These sentiments were 
iterated in the beginning of 
the email. 

“It has been brought 
to my attention that some 
communities have felt that 


JHU has stumbled a little 


on __ student/community 


relations during the tran- 


sition between Carrie Ben- 
nett and Jon’ Walter, and 
Salem and I,” Mielke wrote. 


“1 just want to let you know 


that these concerns have 
‘not fallen on deaf ears and 


that both Jon and I are com- 
mitted to working with 1 you 


and your community to ad- 


dress any concern that is 


brought to our attention.” 


However, according to 
sens ate concerns Wet 


not drastic. 

“They weren't like overly 
out of the norm; I was just 
sort of more of a reaction like 
‘Yes, into the transition, that 
were acknowledging that 
we've heard what you said 
and we are still — John and 
I — here to address these is- 
sues, and then working with 
Dean Sheppard, we came 
up with a few more other 
ideas about trying to address 
some of the concerns that the 
residents and community 
leaders had said, and those 
were outlined in the email,” 
Mielke said. 

Among the ideas dis- 
cussed in the letter were an 
email to upperclassmen em- 
phasizing community con- 
scientiousness, group meet- 
ings with houses that have 
been consistently reported 
as problems, additional trash 
collection, and _ increased 
monitoring and mainte- 
nance of Hopkins-owned 
property trash pickup. 

While Mielke main- 
tained that the letter was 
not a direct response to any 
one single issue, but rather 


to a broad range of com- 
plaints, she admits that a re- 


cent fire at a student house 
at 200 E. University Pkwy. 
did finally prompt the Uni- 
versity to notify the com- 
munity of recent efforts. 
“This had nothing at all 


_to do with anything that a 


student did, but the fire... 

really, I think, alarmed 
and concerned the Oaken- 
shawe community. And so 
they sort of reacted sort of 
strongly, and obviously they 


_ weren't saying anything at 


all about the students per 


se, but it was more like a 


general sort of public safety 
thing... That was probably 


nity Affairs. 

“I've lived in this house 
since 1970, and I’ve been 
around and active in the 
community all this time — 
through the good, the bad, 
and the ugly,” Sandy Sparks, 
a member of the Charles 
Village Civic Association 


‘ and a long-time resident of 


‘ 


Charles Village, said. 

Sparks expressed sup- 
port for the University’s en- 
ergies to mitigate concerns. 

“T think Hopkins is cer- 
tain making lots of efforts 
with trying to manage the 
students and the quality of 
student behavior off-cam- 
pus, and then there's try- 
ing to guide them as neigh- 
bors, and again, I think 
they’ve done a good job,” 
Sparks said. 

However, Sparks experi- 
ences firsthand some of the 
difficulties for local resi- 
dents trying to live along- 
side Hopkins students: 

“T have a particularly bad 
situation in that I probably 
live next to the poster house 
—the Hopkins lacrosse team. 
So I would say, there's a long 
way to go still, in that case in 
particular, having students 
respect how the outside of 
their dwellings should look. 
The porch is trashy, and they 
are not managing their gar- 
bage or trash removal, and I 
don’t see recycling happen- 
ing. Then of course there's 
noise that happens way late 
in the night. So, I would say 
that this is a great general ef- 


~ fort and the follow-up needs 


the thing that really sort | 


of said, ‘Wait, let’s just get 


something out to everybody 
to sort of say that we're here, 


we want to help, and here's © 
a few years ago, the Com- 


some additional solutions,” 
Mielke said. 

Many residents have re- 
cently addressed concerns 
ath the Office of Commu- 


to be with specific cases 
where the students aren't, 
though my guess is that the 
majority of students are fol- 
lowing directions and trying 
their best,” Sparks said. 
Sparks particularly not- 
ed the progress towards 


community relations fol- 


lowing the creation of “The 
Shush Lady” position. 
“Since Hopkins created, 
munity, Liaison position that 
Carrie Bennett held, that was 
a real step forward and she 


did a great job. And it’s con- 


AS 


tinuing; it’s a never-ending 
job. It’s not that there’s going 
to be drought where every- 
body can sit back and say 
‘oh, it’s fantastic’ Because in- 
evitable, some incident will 
happen and each year, it’s 
a new class of students. So 
it’s a continually changing 
group of people that need to 
learn to adapt to living in the 
neighborhood,” Sparks said. 
Sparks also highlight 
ed the augmented effects 
that the infrastructure of 
Charles Village itself has.in 
terms of student behavior: 
namely, the fact that most 
students are unaccustomed 
to the lack of privacy of- 
fered by row houses. 
Mielke also brought 
up the role that Baltimore 
housing plays in creating 
community concerns, spe- 
cifically regarding zoning 
regulations. Under current 


regulations, no more than 
four unrelated persons can 
live in a single structure to- 
gether. Mielke addressed 
concerns that some Hopkins 
students are incompliant 
with such regulations. 

“Im hearing from the 
community that they’re 
concerned... it’s very dif- 
ficult to prove how many 
people are living in a unit. 
And some of it can just be 
the perception of the com- 
munity that there are more 
than four people living in 
a unit, but in some cases, 
there very well may be, and 
it’s just difficult to know 
that for sure,” Mielke said. 

While changes in zon- 
ing laws are currently in 
progress, Mielke, a former 
Baltimore City employee, 
doesn’t foresee any chang- 
es to Hopkins off-campus 
housing anytime soon. 


Ultimately, Sparks and 
other residents are pleased 
with the University’s re- 
sponses to concerns raised 
by community members. 

“In my opinion, [the 
University is] doing all that 
they should do and it’s just 
a matter just of staying on 
problems as they arrive, 
and also identifying serious 
problems and working very 
closely on those problems,” 
Sparks stated. 

Despite the issues 
raised, Sparks explained 
that she — and her fellow 
residents — enjoys liv- 
ing within the Hopkins 
community, and they ac- 
knowledge the inherent 
consequences of living in 
a college town “We rec- 
ognize their age and that 
a person of that age — 
what their priorities are,” 
Sparks said. 
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SGA approves funding for “The Push’ 


By EVAN BROOKER 
News & Features Editor 


The Student Govern- 
ment Association (SGA) 
made progress on a vari- 
ety of school wide issues at 
their w eekly meeting Tues- 
day night. And while there 
weren't many tangible re- 
sults, the SGA was able to 


approve funding for “The 
Push.” 


The SGA approved 
$1,000 for the second 
annual “Push” > char- 


ity event. The Push rais- 
es money for the United 
Service Organization 
(USO)—a nonprofit that 
organizes events and live 
entertainment for Ameri- 
can soldiers. Last year 
the Push raised approxi- 
mately $2,000, beating all 
expectations. The objec- 
tive of the event is to have 
different teams of 10 try 
to push a 1,000-pound 
Humvee 100 feet. Many 
fraternities, Hopkins or- 
ganizations and the US 
Army co-sponsored and 
participated in the event. 
This year, many of the 


Same sponsors and teams 
are expected to return. 
Michael St. Germain, a 
junior and a member of 
SGA’s Executive Board, 
has spearheaded the proj- 
ect. 

“I am so excited to see 
that SGA is still commit- 
ted to community service 
and community building. 
This one of the only tra- 
ditions that I can think of 
that started at Hopkins 
but is copied by other 
schools,” St. Germain said. 

This year’s Push will be 
slightly different, however. 
It will take place on Home- 
wood field and there will 
be many more new prizes, 
such as a helicopter ride 
with an Army professional. 

The discussion then 
shifted to updates on the 
bike share project. Senior 
Class Council member 
Joanna Gawlik reported 
that Hopkins should have 
the program up and run- 
ning by the end of the se- 
mester. 

"I am so happy to see 
that all of the progress on 
the bike project has led us 


to the point where we can 
feasibly see a small bike 
program running out of 
the rec center by the end 
of this year. The program 
is going to allow students 
to rent bikes during the 
day for local use, 
erally improve access to 
Baltimore while promot- 
ing health, sustainability 
and safety,” Gawlik said. 

On a more controver- 


to gen- 


sial note, the executive 
board announced _ that 
SGA members had met 
with President Daniels 


about a school wide ref- 
erendum on whether or 
not smoking should be 
prohibited on campus. 
The SGA intends to gives 
students updates on the 
matter in the near future. 
Lastly, Senior Alexan- 
dra Larsen said she was 
inquiring 
or not an English as a Sec- 
ond Language program 
could be reinstituted for 
the Krieger School of Arts 
& Sciences. The program 
was cut this year, but re- 
mains open at the Whiting 
School of Engineering. 


Two seniors win Churchill Saulerstp 


By NICOLE ZIEGLER 
Staff Writer 


Every year, 14 students 
from across the nation re- 
ceive the Churchill Schol- 
arship, allowing them 
to pursue graduate level 
studies in the sciences, 
mathematics and_ engi- 
neering with a full schol- 
arship at the University 
of Cambridge. In January 
2013, two seniors, Tiras 
Lin and Lay Kodama, were 
awarded the prestigious 
Churchill. 

Kodama is from Colum- 
bus, Ohio and graduated 
last semester as a neurosci- 
ence major with a Writing 
Seminars minor. Tiras Lin 
is a mechanical engineer- 
ing major from San Rafael, 
Calif. Lin and Kodama 
are two of the twelve total 
Johns Hopkins students to 
have received the Churchill 
Scholarship since its begin- 
nings in 1963. 

“Initially they told me 
that I wasn’t allowed to 
say anything for a couple 
days. But I had torun out- 
side and take a lap! I was 
very excited and I feel 
honored to be selected as 
a Churchill scholar,” Lin 
said. 

“T was extremely excit- 
ed to receive the news, but 
most of all relieved that I 
had secured a concrete 
plan for the next year. The 
email notification made it 
clear that I was not to in- 
form anyone, besides my 
family, of the results un- 
til the official announce- 
ments were made. I had to 
wait about a week to tell 
my friends and professors 
the news!” Kodama wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

Once the recipients 
were made public, both 
students were able to 
share their success with 
important people to them 
at Hopkins. 

Lin worked closely 
with Director of Fellow- 
ships and Scholarships 
Kelly Barry on his appli- 


cation. It is an extensive 
application process to be 
selected by the Winston 
Churchill Foundation of 
the United States for a 
scholarship. Within each 
college campus, there is 
an internal selection pro- 
cess, after which two stu- 
dents are chosen to then 
compete at that national 
level, according to Koda- 
ma. After that process, 14 
students are chosen over- 
all. 

Both Lin and Kodama 
will be pursuing a Mas- 
ters of Philosophy degree 
in Cambridge next year 
with full tuition as well 
as living expenses cov- 
ered by the foundation. 
These two students have 
partaken in research at 
Hopkins that will serve as 
foundation for their stud- 
ies abroad. 

“At Hopkins, I am in- 
terested in mechanical 
engineering, which _ is 
what I am studying, and 
Im particularly interested 
in fluid dynamics. That is, 


' the physics of liquids and 


gases. In addition, I’ve 
been working on a project 
at that involves photogra- 
phy. In this project, I’ve 
been working with Ra- 


COURTESY OF LAY KODAMA 
Senior Lay Kodama currently studies both neuroscience and writing. 


COURTESY OF TIRAS LIN 
Senior Tiras Lin will cross the pond to the University of Cambridge. 


jat Mittal, a professor of 
mechanical engineering, 
and we work on record- 
ing high-speed videos of 
insects. Therefore, these 
two interests came togeth- 
er and I decided to focus 
on something using pho- 
tography in order to study 
fluid dynamics. It’s great 
because this is something 
that Cambridge excels at,” 
Lin said. 

Kodama’s undergradu- 
ate experience was di- 
verse, splitting her time 
between writing and 
scientific research. She 
played violin in the Hop- 
kins Symphony Orchestra 
and was Vice President 
and Layout Editor for 
Thoroughfare at Hopkins, 
and her Cambridge expe- 
rience guarantees further 
research. 

“Most of my time out- 
side of classes was spent 
doing research in Dr. 
Mark Wu’s lab studying 
feeding behavior of fruit 
flies,” Kodama said. “I 
will be pursuing a Mas- 
ter of Philosophy degree 
at Cambridge working in 
Professor Christine Holt’s 
lab. I will be working on 
a research project under- 
standing the mechanisms 
of how axons develop 
connections in the brain 
through growth cone 
mediated guidance. This 
process is not only rele- 
vant during development 
of the nervous system, 
but also post-injury, and I 


‘hope to study the detailed 


molecular-‘mechanisms of 
this process in order to 
understand how this pro- 
cess can be re-triggered 
after an injury.” 

Last year, Neuroscience 
major Hannah Joo was 


also awarded the Churchill 
scholarship. 
“Hannah is in Cam- 


bridge now, but just she was 
actually in Baltimore just 
a couple of weeks ago. The 
three of us got dinner with 
Dr. Barry and discussed the 
opportunity,” Lin said. 


as to whether | 


FASHION SHOW, rrom Al 
organization does. She de- 
scribed the organization’s 
mission to support and 
work with women especial- 
ly for career opportunities. 

“We want our ladies 
to know we are here for 
them,” Garfield said. “It’s 
all-around service.” 

Dress for Success sup- 
ports women locally both 
through its support system 
as well as by providing 
women .with interview-ap- 
propriate attire. 

Wendy, now a volunteer 
at Dress for Success, spoke 


| about her positive experi- 
ft ence benefiting from the 
| resources at the organiza- 
| tion. When Wendy found 
| herself unemployed and in 


need of business dress, she 
was referred to Dress for 
Success. 

“They treated me with 
respect and _ professional- 
ism,” she recalled. “I left 
ready to take on the world 
because I'd been feeling a 
little down.” 


Two Brooks Brothers 


| representatives also spoke 
| about proper interview at- 


tire and showed examples 
of appropriate outfits. 


VI NGUYEN/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Students “dressed for success” at the AMA's first student fashion show to prepare undergrads for career life. 


Fashion show struts professional looks 


“The first im- 
pression you make 
on an employer is 
very important,” 
one said. “Your 
appearance has a 
great effect on that. 
Choose your attire 
carefully.” 

They discussed 
classic business 
attire for both 
women and men. 
Women’s business 
attire should con- 
sist of a dark sol- 
id blazer paired 
with a skirt, 
pants, or sheath 
dress. For men, a 
suit in dark blue 
or gray is best, 
they advised. They dis- 
cussed ideal attire choices 
from head to toe, includ- 
ing hose for women and 
undershirts for men. 

Finally, the event con- 
cluded with a_ fashion 
show, in which male and 
female students modeled 
looks such as the “busi- 
ness casual look” and the 
“interview look.” Lively 
music accompanied each 
pair’s trip down the run- 
way. Grant Lease served 


VI NGUYEN/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
This was the AMA’s first fashion show. 


as the MC for the evening. 

Sophomore = Marilyn 
Corson, who modeled 
the ‘business casual’ look 
in the fashion show, was 
thrilled to have been in- 
volved in the event. 

“My grandma has been 


donating to Dress for Suc- 


cess for as long as I can 
remember, and it’s a great 
cause,” Corson wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. “I 
was really happy to be a 
part of it!” 


YOUR PATH TO 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 
afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 
opportunities to conduct independent research 


As a PURA recipient you can... 


Develop critical research skills 


Work with renowned JHU faculty 


Receive awards up to $2,500 
or receive academic credit 


Share your research. 


with the Johns Hopkins community 


All full-time Johns Hopkins freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors are eligible to apply (seniors are ineligible), 
Research can be conducted over the summer or fall. 
Each applicant must have a faculty sponsor. Summer 
proposals due March 6. Fall proposals due March 27. 


For more information go to www.jhu.edu/pura 
Questions? Email pura@jhu.edu or call 410-516-8770 


The Provost's Undergraduate Research Awards 
are made possible by the Hodson Trust. 
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JHUMUNC, From Al 
Saturday night while clos- 
ing ceremonies were held 
Sunday afternoon. 

“This year’s conference 
was bigger and better than 
ever, we had more than 
seventeen hundred high 
school kids from around 
the world come,” Director 
of Specialized Committees 
Robert Locke said. 

“Our expectations 
were high coming in to 
the event, we put a lot 
of work into it, and sure 
there are always logisti- 
cal difficulties along the 
Way organizing such a big 
conference, but it went 
very well. I was pleased 
with the way my com- 
mittee ended up working 
out.” 

This year a-record four 
international high schools 
attended the JHUMUNC 
conference, which can be 
attributed to the low cost 
of the conference. 

“We haven't really 
changed the way we raise 
money, we raise it through 
a delegate fee, and a school 
fee. Unlike other confer- 
ences, we don’t have an 
advisor fee. One thing that 
we do pride ourselves on 
is that for a conference of 
our size we are one of the 
cheapest out there, one of 
the most cost effective,” he 
said. 

In addition to the four 
international high schools, 
the staff made a concerted 
effort to have a Baltimore 
Public school at the confer- 
ence. 

“We made a push to 
make sure we had a Balti- 
more City Public School, 
which can be difficult to 
do based on funding and 
we were able to help them 
come financially. And so 
we're very happy about 
that because we try to give 
back to the University and 
we try to give back to the 
city as well, any way we 
can,” Kimmelman said. 


Kithmina 


Hewage, Un- 
dersecretary- 
General of 
General As- 
sembly Com- 
mittees, was 


impressed 
with the level 
of debate that 
took place 
amongst the 
high school 
students. 

Alia was 
quite good. 
Obviously 
it was quite 
strenuous for 
us, we didn’t 
get much 
sleep, but 
overall the 
feedback was 


quite posi- 
tive, the kids 
seemed to 


have enjoyed 
it and learned 
quite a lot about it, and 
even when you look at 
resolutions, it seems that 


there was quite a lot of 


lively debate in the com- 
mittees and they seemed 
to have grasped what the 
UN is all about, and the 
realpolitik that goes on in 
the UN,” Hewage said. 

Hewage talked about 
how one of the points of 
the conference was to rec- 
reate the first General As- 
sembly of the UN. One of 
the committees also had 
to come up with a new 
charter that altered the 
powers for the Security 
Council. 

He and others noted 
that JHUMUNC attracts 
a broad range of under- 
graduates from an array 
of departments and with a 
variety of interests. 

“I would say is that 
there is a huge misconcep- 
tion that only IS majors or 
political science majors do 
it, which is not true. People 
who get involved in JHU- 
MUNC range from IS stu- 


NEWS & FEATURES 


JHUMUNC sees record participation nun 


COURTESY OF JACOB GRUNBERGER 
The Standing and Specialized Committees were led by four Undersecretary-Generals. 


dents to BMEs. You've gota 
good variety of people and 
particularly the commit- 
tees that are involved, also 
reflect that change,” Hew- 
age said. 

“We had a committee 
about the Game of Thrones, 
so you don’t have to be an 
IS major to know about the 
Game of Thrones.” 

With the number of 
high school students par- 
ticipating rising rapidly 
each year, the conference 
plans to move to the Hil- 
ton Baltimore Hotel next 
year. 

“A lot of times friends 
who don’t really know 
a whole lot about JHU- 
MUNC say like, well why 
do you spend a weekend 
debating things and com- 
ing up with fake solu- 
tions? And I tell them, 
there’s more to it than 
that. Granted, we’re not 
the United Nations, but I 
feel like I’m a better per- 
son for having done MUN 
for the past six years now 
and you learn invaluable 
skills like cooperation 


and 
Locke 


public 


said. 


speaking,” 


“We all care | 


| to be 


| High 


| Baltimore now 


about world issues in one | 
or the other. This is a way | 


to bring your collective 
energy together.” 


The conference ran very | 


smoothly this year, how- 
ever the staff is always 
looking for new ways to 
enhance the experience of 
the high school students. 
“We run a pretty good 
show, I’m not going to 


say it’s perfect,” Locke 
said. “I think it’s the right | 
time to look internally 


and try to focus on com- 
munication within the 
organization. We already 


[do that] pretty well, but | 


even when a lot of things 
do go well, you can con- 
tinue to work to become 
better, and I think we can 


become larger, reach out | 


to more schools, even on 
other sides of the country, 
other sides of the world, 
and I think if we bring in 
a more diverse, talented 
pool of delegations that 
we can have a more dy- 
namic experience.” 


Cloud Nine’s lease ends; Potbelly set to open 


POTBELLY, From Al 
stores in Baltimore. 

Randy Sayotovich, the 
company’s owner, ex- 
plained that the original 
plans for the retail devel- 
opment of St. Paul Street 
included bringing busi- 
nesses to both sides of the 
street, and that if this is 
implemented, students 
could potentially see the 
boutique on St. Paul once 
more. 

“We might be back 
once they finally redo the 


other side of the street, 
which was the plan six 
years ago. That was the 
plan. They were going to 
do both sides of the street, 
it was going to be really 
cool—[they had said] 
there’s going to be a gro- 
cery store, parking, a wine 
bar, outdoor seating— all 
that stuff fell apart once 
the economy tanked. If 
that building gets redone, 


we would be interested in 
coming back and being 
part of the neighborhood 
again,” Sayotovich said. 

He and his wife were 
persuaded by an attractive 
leasing agreement. 


However, when the 
original agreement ex- 
pired, the couple was 


forced to once again move 
locations, allowing Pot- 
belly to lease the space in- 
stead. 

“(The developers] took 
us over there with a pret- 


finite 
SANDWICH SHOP 


RACHEL WITKIN/ PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
The new fixture will serve sandwiches, salads, shakes and a variety of baked goods. 


ty good rent deal for five 
years — we had a five year 
lease — and it just came 
up, and they didn’t want 
to renew our lease because 
they wanted someone to 
pay a lot more in rent,” 
Sayotovich said. “We basi- 
cally couldn’t connect and 
agree on the lease or the 
correct rent. They wanted 
way too much money for a 
locally owned, ‘small bou- 


tique kind of thing, and we 
ended up moving —or had 
to move out. They basically 
kicked us out today while 
Potbelly takes the space. 
So now we're back on the 
Avenue again. We moved 
back to Hampden.” 

He explained that Cloud 
Nine really benefitted from 
the University and felt like 
a part of the Hopkins Com- 
munity. 

“We had a great time 
over there. We liked it. 
We noticed a difference 
when the 
students 
weren't 
CG riekars 
You can 
even tell 
when stu- 
dents were 
gone or 
there were 
exams and 
stuff like 
that. We 
could also 
tell when 
there were 
different 
events at 
Hopkins 
or new 
students 
coming in, 
or orien- 
tation, or 
any kind 
of special 
thing, or 
Hopkins 
lacrosse — 
anything 
like that. 
We. would 
see an influx in sales,” 
Sayotovich said. “And that 
was just nice about it; we 
had the Hopkins students 
and we had just neighbor- 
hood people as well. We 
were happy there, it’s just 
that we couldn’t afford 
the rent that they wanted 
to pay.” 

Sayotovich explained 
that he understands that 
a restaurant will be more 


frequented than a clothing 
store. 

“I guess what I say is 
that people eat every day 
and they'll never buy 
clothes every day. You can 
also see it if you're stand- 
ing outside the door: if you 
look at Chipotle, I mean, 
there’s a line every day, all 
the time. I’m sure Potbelly 
will do well, but we had to 
leave.” 

Freshman Ben Wheeler 
was excited for additional 
selections in restaurant 
choices, yet he was quick 
to point out that there are 
many similar alternatives 
on the same stretch of St. 
Paul Street. 

“T think the opening of 
another sandwich shop in 
the Baltimore area is a little 
bit repetitive considering 
we already have Subway 
on the corner of St. Paul, 
we have Sandella’s, which 
is basically the same thing, 
Chipotle is relatively simi- 
lar with their burritos, and 
there’s also Quiznos down 
the street. However, I like 
the fact that there are ad- 
ditional options with Pot- 
belly. So it has its ups and 
downs,” Wheeler said. 

Junior Ollie McNeely 
also noted an apparent 
redundancy in adding 
another sandwich shop 
to a block already riddled 
with similar establish- 
ments. 

“T think it’s a little ex- 
cessive with the amount 
of sandwich places in the 
area. It’ll be nice to have 
a variety in sandwiches | 
can get, but it may have 
been nice to have some- 
thing completely differ- 
ent, like a sushi place. It 
might have [also] been 
nice if it had been a CVS 
or Rite Aid. Honestly, I’ll 
probably still eat there 
because it’s there, but. it 
doesn’t really add any- 
thing to Charles Village,” 
he said. 


Research reveals 
» Bmore health inequities 


AFRICA, FROM Al 
out of the 37 schools had a 
liquor store within 300 feet 
of their premises. 

“Kids that went to 
schools where there are 
liquor stores...those kids 
were.5 times more likely 
drug involved in 
School, they were 
times more likely 
to be alcohol involved by 
High School. They are 
more likely to see acts of 
violence on their walk to 
and from school, and they 
are also seven times more 
likely to walk to school,” 
Furr-Holden said. 

Because of her work, 
enforces 
these regulations more 
strictly. Five liquor stores 
have been closed, and Bal- 
timore’s city government 
has seen 13 alcohol-related 
bills. 

Furr-Holden also un- 
derscored the connection 
between public health and 
policy. 

“All policies have the 
opportunity to impact 
health,” Furr-Holden said. 

She stressed the need 
to compare differences in 
health among communi- 
ties not as health dispari- 
ties, but as health ineq- 
uities. Solutions coming 
from health disparities 
fix problems only at the 
surface level. However, 


eight 


| by examining problems as 


health inequities, which 
deal with justice’in the 
realm of health, one can 
confront issues more ef- 
fectively at their source. 
Furr-Holden is an Asso- 


In the Feb. 7 issue, 
“More options avail- 


article 


ciate Professor in the De- 
partment of Mental Health 
at the Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, Director at 
the Drug Investigations 
Violence and Environmen- 
tal (DIVE) Studies Labora- 
tory, and public health 
expert in the field of alco- 
hol and drug dependence 
epidemiology, psychiatric 
epidemiology and preven- 
tion science. She has been 
very influential in shifting 
the lens through which the 
public health field views 
health disparities, and has 
even been recognized by 
the President for her work, 
receiving the Presidential 
Early Career Award for 
Scientists and Engineers 
(PECASE) in 2006. 

Sophomore Tierra 
Langley was one of the 
students involved in 
bringing Furr-Holden and 
planning the events en- 
compassed in Black His- 
tory Month. Black History 
Month has been acknowl- 
edged by Johns Hopkins 
since 1989, however, only 
last year has its jurisdic- 
tion fallen under the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs. 
This years theme is titled 
“Modern Blackness: The 
Unified History.” 

“We really wanted to 
emphasize this modern 
perspective of looking at 
the problems facing Af- 
rican Americans and the 
celebrations that Africans 
Americans have so that 
people can better under- 
stand where they’ve come 
from and what’s going on 
now,” Langley said. 


in the 


a after combat ban lift,” 
n page Al, Amy Klivans 
was incorrectly identified as 


a junior. She is a senior. Ad- 
ditionally, junior Alexandra 
Tanzola was incorrectly iden- 
tified as a senior. 
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Ben & Jerry's, I-Swilt, Severus Snape, Rush Week, and Fat Amy 


x Ben & Jerry's 1 Feb | 
bl . 
a Thank you all for a fun launch of our newest flavor, Liz Lemon! We 
Casey couldn't do what we do without your love and support. Good night! 
30Rock 
Now that NBC’s 30 Rock is over, we no longer have access to Tracy Jordan’s meat machine, Jenna’s muffin top or Dr. 
Spaceman’s medical advice. And so it’s only fair that we have ice cream to console ou rselves with. Over the course 


of seven seasons, we learned that the way to Liz Lemon’s heart is a meatball sub; and the w 
a Phil Collins mix tape. Now it looks like the two men in my life — Ben and Jerry — know the w 
yummy concoction of lemon and blueberry Greek-style frozen yogurt hits shelves this spring. W 
that long to wallow?! I'm dumping Ben AND Jerry. Plus, my little brother’s name is Ben and | 


Ben — that’s just weird. 


Taylor Swift 


So I'm just minding my own business, making a sandwich before 
rehearsals, and | get a call that Red is platinum in the UK. | LOVE | 


you guys. 
Expand « Reply ti :Retweet ® Favorite *** More 


ay to Jack Donaghy’s is 
ay to my heart. This 
ait, | have to wait 
don’t want to date a 


While Taylor Swift casually makes a sandwich, her album happens to go platinum in the UK, and it just so 
happens to be the same day that One Direction’s Harry Stiles turns nineteen, who happens to be British, and 
who also happens to be Taylor Swift’s ex. In the words of Taylor Swift herself, “there is nothing I do better than 
revenge” [on Twitter]. Her next album is sure to feature hits like “Wrong Direction,” “Not in Stile,” and “I Just 
Wanted a Sandwich but it was Your Birthday.” 


x OAT) 


) Professor Snape 
| Super Bowl? They had a Sirius Black out. 


Shortly after half time on Super Bowl Sunday, the lights in the stadium went black. Sirius Black. Although the re- 
turn of Destiny’s Child shaking their “bootylicious” bods was brilliant, I blame them for sucking up all of the elec- 
tricity. | also blame them for seducing the Ravens’ players into oblivion, like when the Veela ran onto the Quidditch 
pitch and all the players dropped dead with passion. Somehow, the 49ers were immune to the Veela, racking up 
points in an intense game of catch-up. But in some way, the Ravens still won. Looks like Ravenclaw’s in this season. 


her. 


Total Sorority Move | Sri 
Knowing that you like a girl whe 


9 Feb| 


n you can detect the secret bitch in | 


Shortly after half time on Super Bowl Sunday, the lights in the stadium went black. Sirius Black. Although the re- 
turn of Destiny’s Child shaking their “bootylicious” bods was brilliant, I blame them for sucking up all of the elec- 
tricity. lalso blame them for seducing the Ravens’ players into oblivion, like when the Veela ran onto the Quidditch 
pitch and all the players dropped dead with passion. Somehow, the 49ers were immune to the Veela, racking up 
points in an intense game of catch-up. But in some way, the Ravens still won. Looks like Ravenclaw’s in this season. 


Fat Amy 
| text you, you dont 
Expand Reply t3 Retweet »* Favorite 


at Arve? 


text back. Aca-awkward. 


see More 


Just like “abracadyum,” Pitch Perfect’s Fat Amy is now an icon. If you haven't seen Pitch Perfect, go see it, if only for 
Fat Amy’s sake. If you don’t, she might drop fifty pounds and everyone would have to call her Fat Patricia, which 


is her real name. 


Carrot Cupcakes: New, improved, tried and true 


Ingredients: 
Cupcakes: 
-1 1/3 cups 
_ all-purpose flour 
-1 teaspoon baking 
soda 
-1/4 teaspoon salt 
-1 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon 
-1/2 cup walnuts, 
chopped 
-2 large eggs 
-2/3 cup 
granulated white 
sugar 
-2/3 cup oil 
-1/2 
vanilla extract 
-2/3 cup unsweetened 
applesauce 
(or grated apple) 
-1 1/3 cups 
finely grated raw 
carrots 
Cream Cheese Frosting: 
-1/4 cup butter, room 
temperature 
-4 ounces cream 
cheese, 
temperature 


vanillaextract. 


arrot Cup- 

cakes; “Pre- 

heat oven to 

350 degrees 

F. Line twelve 
muffin. cups with paper 
liners and lightly butter 
or spray with a non-stick 
vegetable spray. In a large 
bowl whisk together the 
flour, baking soda, salt, 
ground cinnamon, and 
walnuts. In another large 
bowl, whisk the eggs un- 
til lightly beaten. Then 
whisk in the sugar, oil, 
and vanilla extract until 
slightly thickened. Fold in 
the applesauce and grated 
carrots. Then fold this mix- 
ture into the flour mixture 
until incorporated. Evenly 
fill the 12 muffin cups with 
the batter and bake about 
20 - 23 minutes or until a 


teaspoon pure 


toothpick inserted into the 
center of a cupcake comes 
out clean. Remove from the 
oven, place on a wire rack, 
and let cool completely be- 
fore frosting. 

Frosting: Ina large bowl, 
beat the butter and cream 
cheese until very smooth 
and creamy. Add the pow- 
dered sugar and beat until 
fully incorporat- 
ed and smooth. 

Beat in the va- 
nilla extract. 
Add more. con- 
fectioners sugar 
if needed. Pipe 
the frosting on 
the top of each 


ground cinnamon; and ol- 
ive oil for vegetable oil. We 
also used a combination of 
1/3 cup apple sauce and 
1/3 cup chopped apple 
bits. And rather than pur- 
chasing a_ regular-sized 
twelve cupcake baking 
tray, we purchased a hefty 
six-muffin baking tray. 
After following the 
directions as dictated by 
the recipe, we poured 
the batter into the 
muffin pan and 
popped it into the 
pre-heated oven 
for closer to a half 
an hour, and then 
took them out and 


cupcake. set them to 
Serve im- “2 cool. Af- 
mediately Sally Minn ter  whip- 
or cover ; ping up the 
and refrig- frosting, we 
erate the Recip es let it sit in 
cupcakes the freezer 
until serv- for twenty 


‘ing time. Can be stored in 
the refrigerator for several 
days. Makes 12 cupcakes.” 

Source: http://mjoyof- 
baking.com/cupcakes/ 

CarrotCupcake.html 

My friend and I de- 

cided. My friend and I 
decided to try this carrot 
cupcake recipe one fine 
Saturday afternoon as a 
sort of congratulations for 
another. friend who had 
recently been hired for an 
internship. Naturally, two 
hours and a whirlwind of 
flour, sugar, various car- 
rot bits and other spilt in- 
gredients later, we ended 
up with six—count them 
— six perfectly shaped (al- 
beit, absurdly large) carrot 
cake muffin-like of concoc- 
tions rather than cupcakes. 
Needless to say, there was 
a bit of mistake making, or’ 
as we like to call it, impro- 
visation along the way. 

Firstly, we made quite a 
few substitutions: whole- 
wheat flour for white flour; 
pumpkin spice mix (which 
has nutmeg and all other 


-manner of spicy goodness, 


not just cinnamon) for the 


minutes. Then we piled 
healthy helpings of the 
thick, creamy, frozen 
goodness onto the muf- 
fins. Here is the trick: 
freezing the frosting gives 
ita thicker taste and makes 
it less likely that the frost- 
ing will melt out and thin 
away if you're short on 


COURTESY OF ATOMICITY VIA FLICKR 
| dare you to resist baked goodies for the next twenty-four hours. 


time and have to smatter 
the warm cupcakes with 
them prematurely. 

After all of the impro- 
vising and the mess we 
had unleashed on one 
of Hopkins’s communal 
kitchens, it was a miracle 
how perfectly molded and 
appealing these six carrot 
cake muffins looked, even 
with their obscenely over- 
flowing muffin tops. All 
that was left was to taste 
them... and taste them, we 
did. We devoured two of 
the muffins within min- 
utes. The best part about 
them was the texture: 
chewy, dense, nutty, and 
hearty, balanced with just 
the right dose of frosted 
sweetness on top. What- 
ever aversion one might 
have had as a kid to this 
scrumptious dessert (per- 
haps having to do with the 
negative association that 
comes with anything veg- 
etable-like?) flew out the 
window with these bad 
boys. I highly recommend 
that you give this recipe 
a shot the next time you 
have occasion to contrib- 
ute treats to a party or just 
want to spice up one of 
those slower Saturdays... 


Twitter is over capacity. 


FEBRUARY 14, 2013 


Hannah Decatur 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features some of the 
top posts around the Twitter realm that 
deal with the week’s top stories in sports, 
politics, pop culture and all things news. 


hough sur- 
rounded by 
much debate 


as to whether it 

should even ex- 
ist, Black History Month 
allows us to recognize the 
historical contributions 
black people have made 
worldwide, as well as the 
effortlessly awesome fig- 
ures that show that black 


| history is full of ... well, 


BAMEs. 

In no particular or- 
der, here are 10 BAMFs of 
Black history: 

1. Dr. Ben Carson: The 
director of pediatric neu- 
rosurgery at the Johns 
Hopkins Children’s Cen- 
ter and the first surgeon to 
successfully separate con- 


| joined twins — a process 
| he now describes as casu- 


ally as if he was talking 
about baking a cake. 

2. Neil deGrasse Tyson: 
Astrophysicist, Director of 
the Hayden Planetarium, 
and the reason children 
are taught that there are 
eight planets (sorry, Pluto). 
deGrasse 


BAMEs of Black History 


awesome: she adopted 12 
orphans of different eth- 
nicities and called them 
“the Rainbow Tribe.” Blue 


Ivy, who? 
6. Tommie Smith: 
Olympic — gold-medalist 


who broke the record for 
the 200-meter dash in the 
1968 Olympic Games. He 
took part in one of the 
most famous political ges- 
tures in Olympic history: 
after being awarded, he 
bowed his head and raised 
his fist while facing the 
American flag. The Black 
Power salute still remains 
one of the most iconic im- 
ages of the Civil Rights 
Movement, though Smith 
asserts that it symbolized 
support for all human 
rights. 

7. Mary Fields: Six-foot, 
whiskey-drinking, pistol- 
wielding, freed slave, and 
the first Black woman to 
work for the United States 
Postal Service. At 60 years 


old, Fields was bired a 
- me Nes am 
a mail carrier because 


the speed with which she 
could hitch 


Tyson also e her horses, 
coined Keryce Chelsi and for her 
the term reliability, 
aga PRCT a ctaamer 
referrin by foot in 
to the we The 10s the snow. 
days a year Although it 


that the sun lines up with 
the main East-West streets 
in New York Gity. He es- 
sentially makes science 
cool, and he’s one of my 
favorite people I follow 
on Twitter —follow him @ 
neiltyson. : 

3. Queen Nzinga of 
Ndongo and Matamba: 
17th century African 
queen who resisted Por- 
tuguese slave traders’ at- 
tempts to invade her land 
for over thirty years, and 
constantly proved her 
worth in the face of gen- 
der discrimination. When 
a Portuguese governor re- 
quested she sit on the floor 
during negotiations, she 
instead sat on the back of 
her servant for the dura- 
tion of the meeting so as 
to remain at eye level with 
her peers. 

4. Mansa Musa I: The 
richest person of all time, 
with an inflation adjusted 
worth of $400 billion. The 
African king truly proved 
his BAMF status with the 
most extravagant pilgrim- 
age to Mecca known to 
mankind, including 12,000 
slaves holding bars of gold, 
80 camels lugging between 
50 and 300 pounds of gold 
dust, and his entourage of 
heralds holding staffs made 
of — you guessed it — gold. 
Much of the gold was given 
to impoverished passersby 


-or exchanged for souvenirs, 


officially shaming every 


‘rapper who throws money 


around in clubs. 

5. Josephine Baker: The 
Beyoncé of the mid-20th 
century — well, only if Be- 
yoncé was the first Black 
female to star in a motion 
picture, integrate a concert 
hall, serve as a French spy 


during World War II, or be- 


offered leadership of the 
Civil Rights Movement by 
Coretta Scott King after 
Dr. King’s assassination. 
Even Baker's kids were 


was illegal for women to 
enter saloons in Montana, 
like a true BAMF, she was 
the only woman granted 
exception to the law. 

8. Bob Marley: Though 
widely known for the 
spread of reggae music 
and Rastafarian culture, 
few realize the extent of 
Marley’s influence, and 
how much of a BAMF 
he truly was. During his 
performance on the night 
of Zimbabwe's indepen- 
dence, distraught attend- 
ees who were unable to see 
the show released tear gas 
into the audience, caus- 
ing everyone to evacuate 
—except for Marley, who 


remained singing on stage 


the whole time. 

9. Elizabeth Eckford: A 
member of the Little Rock 
Nine, the first Black stu- 
dents to integrate Little 
Rock Central High School. 
Though a safe route to the 
school was designated for 
the students on their first 
day, Eckford’s lack of a tele- 
phone left her unaware, 
and she ended up having 
to navigate through mobs 
of angry racially discrimi- 


_natory parents all by her- 


self. Despite being jeered 
at and spat on, photos of 
the event show the 15-year 
old donning sunglasses 
with her head held high. 
10. Eugene Bullard: 
The first Black American 
military pilot. His nick- 
name was “Black Swal- 
low of Death’, which 
alone should tell you how 
much of a BAMEF he was. — 
After World War I, Bul- 
lard lived in Paris as a 
nightclub worker, becom- 
ing besties with the likes 
of Louis Armstrong and 
Langston Hughes. Like Jo- 
sephine Baker, he helped 
the French during World 
War II, as his German flu- 
ency allowed him to spy 
on German agents who 
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Ss dedicated 

appreciators 

of every cul- 

ture’s food, 

we knew we 
could not let the Chinese 
New Year pass without 
some type of celebration. 
So when the Chinese New 
Year came around this past 
weekend, we saw the per- 
fect opportunity to pull out 
our chopsticks and experi- 
ment in the kitchen. 

lo prepare for our Chi- 
nese food endeavor, we 
got in the spirit by first 
doing some research. The 
Chinese New Year is the 
most important of Chi- 
nese holidays, originally 
meant for honoring dei- 
ties and ancestors. Tradi- 
tional celebration includes 
firecrackers at midnight 
(to chase off evil spirits) 
and dumplings right af- 
ter midnight (dumplings 
are a symbol of wealth 
because of their shape). 
Not everyone celebrates 
the same way, but the first 
day of the New Year is 
typically spent appreciat- 
ing the elders of the fam- 
ily. Although neither of 
us have Chinese roots, we 
are both extremely fasci- 
nated by the traditions of 
the culture and absolutely 
love Chinese food. 

We joined forces with 
our good friend, Tiffany 
Lin, and planned our 
celebration with the re- 
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Ring in the Chinese New Year with scrumptious Asian cuisine 


COURTESY OF GEORGINA RUPP AND ALEXANDRA BARBERA 
Dumplings enlarged for texture: tell me your mouth isn’t watering 


sources around campus. 
Originally, we wanted to 
go to H-Mart (the Asian 
supermarket on Route 40) 


recipes for dumplings 
and_ scallion pancakes 
and collected ingredients 
accordingly. 


to find authentic ingredi- Making your own 
ents for ~ dum p- 
our meal. Ms lings, 
Bue dine Ge@Orgina RUPP even’ in 
nertime a small 
ee lie and eyicee 
arounc <itchen, 
DY sues h is easy 
sooner Alexandra to do! To 
than we start, the 
anticipat- Barbara dough 
ed so we is made 
headed to Tal ich] «| of flour, 
eae 2 RU CIICOUS DISHING: Se 
explore and salt. 
our op- The PhenomeNOMS » : 
tions. ih ese 

Eddie’s, ingredi- 
surprisingly, has more ents together and let the 


Asian options than we 
expected, but not enough 
to prepare the completely 
authentic Chinese dinner 
we dreamed of. Instead, 
we found two very simple 


A delicious masterpiece of chinese dumplings and scallion pancakes. 


mixture sit for about half 
an hour. 

Next are the fillings. 
Selecting the fillings 
for your dumplings is 
where you can get cre- 
ative, choosing ingredi- 
ents according: to your 
own tastes. Begin with 
your meat of choice (un- 
less you decide to make 
a veggie dumpling) and 
add in chopped green on- 
ions, garlic, and ginger 
for seasoning. Common 
vegetables in dumplings 
are napa cabbage or bok 
choy. Chop and stir these 
ingredients together, add 
in some soy sauce, and 
top it off with salt and 
pepper. We wanted...to 
make chicken and pork 
for our Chinese New Year 


24-hour Hackathon inspires ingenuity 


y the time this 

article is print- 

ed, I will have 

completed the 

GOOD _ Hack- 
athon. 

Most of you readers 
will not know of GOOD, 
the “global community 
of, by and for pragmatic 
idealists working towards 
individual and collective 
progress” that publishes 
a quarterly magazine 
and curates a popular 
blog that publishes only 
“good” news. 

Perhaps a few of you 
—because we are at Johns 
Hopkins University af- 
ter all — will recognize 
the term “hackathon” 
described on Wikipedia 
(that’s right, I just sourced 
Wikipedia) as “an event in 
which computer program- 
mers and others...[such 
as] graphic designers... 
and project managers 
collaborate intensively” 
on generating innovative 
products and solutions. 

Iam not a programmer, 
designer or project manag- 
er (yet). However, GOOD 
recognizes the positive 
impact of including a di- 
verse group of thinkers, 
going so far as to include 
“storytellers” on the event 
invitation. This year’s 
event is titled “Hacking 
Energy Culture.” It aims 
to “generate new ways 

to interface with energy 
consumption, waste, and 
preservation.” 

Did I mention this will 
all take place in under 24 
hours? 

Attendees will be split 
randomly into teams, and 
given a full day (9am-2am) 
to conceive, produce and 
present a product, app, 
_ system, you name it. The 

environment of imposed 
guidelines, open solu- 
tions and an intense time 
constraint will undoubt- 


edly result in a range of 
creative and, potentially, 
innovative ideas, some of 
which will likely serve as 
the basis for real world 
start-ups. 

The Hackathon is be- 
ing held at the Maryland 
Institute College of Art 
(MICA), less than two 
miles from Homewood 
campus. Some of your may 
ask, “What? This sounds 
like the perfect match 
with JHU, what with all 


cell of traditional gradu- 
ate school. 

So many times I my- 
self have stuck to the 
script, rather than in- 
dulge my creative ideas, 
in order to maintain a 
solid GPA. 

I could have said, 
“screw it” and written 
an awesome, enjoyable 
paper that my profes- 
sor would have been 
shocked to receive. But 
maybe I’m giving my 


of our computer wizards professors too little 
and as- credit, and 
piri ng to be sure, 
entrepre- some suc- 
neurs.” cessful as- 
Really, signments 
GOOD have come 
got it out a_ bit 
fenbgee ae: non-tradi- 
More than tional. 

mare bit. The point 
MICA is Us stands, 
a school H : though. 
that nur- Nicholas DePaul The Ae 
tures i istration 
creative Voice from the and faculty 
thought, Underground of Johns 
and puts a e Hopkins, as 
premium This column engages an entity, in 
on non-political, cultural and my opinion, 
conform- __ philosophical issues have  cho- 
ism and_ through provocativeand sen to re- 
the act of occasionally radical inforce the 
pushing argument. notion of 
past tra- “academic 


ditional boundaries. 

Yes, I realize that it’s an 
art school, and Hopkins 
is not. But there’s no rule 
saying that a political sci- 
ence paper has to be bor- 
ing, or that an engineer- 
ing project can’t focus on 
improving digital pro- 
jection frame rate (Note: 
Maybe this is going on, I 
hope so). 

Too often my peers 
here are neck deep in a 
bunch of academic hoo- 
ha that no one but their 
professor will ever see or 
stuck in an essay format 
dictated by a professor 
just out of the confining 


rigor” at the cost of cre- 
ative exploration. This 
is wrongheaded for 
many reasons, but most 
students will likely find 
that their oh-so-impor- 
tant job prospects are 
limited by their inabil- 
ity to creatively engage 
with non-academics or 
traditionalist business- 
people. 4 

I sincerely hope that 
next time a Hackathon 
comes to Baltimore, it is 
held in the state of the art 
facilities of Homewood — 
campus. 

At this point, though, 
I have my doubts. 


meal, but when we could 
not find ground pork at 
Eddie’s we decided beef 
would make an excellent 
substitute. 

With the dough and 
the filling made, it is time 
to start folding. To fold 
your dumplings, take a 
small ball of dough and 
roll it out into a thin sheet. 
We didn’t have a rolling 
pin on hand among the 
hodgepodge of items in 
our kitchen, but we found 
that a jar of Prego tomato 
sauce did just the trick. 
Once you've rolled out 
your dough, scoop a tea- 
spoon (more or less) of the 
filling into the middle of 
your dough. Then fold the 
dough in half so that it re- 
sembles a crescent shape. 
Pinch the edges together. 
Finally pull the two cor- 
ners of your dumpling 
together into a shape that 
should look somewhat 
like a fortune cookie, and 
voila! Now all that’s left is 


boiling your dumplings | 


in water. They are ready 
when they float to the top. 
Another option is frying 
your dumplings in a pan 
if you prefer a crunchier 
Asian delicacy. 

If you end up having 
extra filling, just add egg 
whites to the mixture and 
make meatballs. 

We also made scal- 
lion pancakes to bring 
in the Year of the Snake. 
For these scrumptious 
treats, we mixed flour, 
water, eggs, and salt. We 
chopped up scallions 
and added these into the 
mix. Unlike those who 
pick the scallion pieces 
out from their Carma’s 
sesame noodles, we love 
the flavor of scallions, so 
we added extra into our 
pancakes. We added wa- 
ter to make the mixture 


slightly more liquid, and 
then cooked them, like 
regular pancakes, in the 
frying pan. 

We also doctored our 
soy sauces, one with garlic 
and another with scallions. 

Allin all, the meal was 
a huge success. We ended 
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the night very satisfied 
and with Buddha-like 
bellies. The evening left 
us inspired to continue 
to explore new cuisines... 
We hear Purim is right 
around the corner! HA- 
MANTASCHEN HERE 
WE COME! 


From Relationships to 
Racism: Always AskMant 


ear Ask- 
Mani, My 
boyfriend 
has been 


pressuring 

me to have sex but I’m not 

ready, what should I do? 
Sincerely, Stressed 

Dear Stressed, Pressur- 

ing someone to have sex 

is not okay in any situa- 

| tion. You need to have a 

serious discussion with 

him where both of you 

can touch base on this is- 


nation in any way that 
causes you alarm, you 
should file an official 
complaint to the admin- 
istration. They have the 
resources to properly ad- 
dress the matter. 


Dear AskMani, What 
should I get my girlfriend 
for Valentines Day? Sin- 
cerely, Hopeless Honey 

Dear Hopeless Honey, 
You can never go wrong 
with chocolate and roses. 


sue. Hold Show her 
Vo Octet e that you 
1g + u ne AskMani ots i 
| an et ge er 
nag he . . thi 
bh oilm Advice Columnist something 
| that you that has a 
| are not ready. If he can’t deeper meaning. If her 
| respect your decisions, favorite color is blue and 


then there are larger un- 
derlying issues and you 
may have to reconsider 
the relationship. 


Dear AskMani, I think 
my professor is racist. 
How should I approach 
him? Sincerely, All For 
Equality 

Dear All For Equal- 
ity, I would not approach 
him concerning this is- 
| sue, because of its delicate 
nature. If his behavior 
| suggests racial discrimi- 


she likes rabbits then try 
really hard to find her a 
stuffed blue rabbit. I guar- 
antee she'll love it and 
she'll never forget it. 


Dear AskMani, Why 
isn’t there a White Histo- 
ry Month? Sincerely, Curi- 
ous Caucasian 

Dear Curious Cauca- 
sian, I really have no idea. 


Don’t forget to sub- 
mit questions to just.ask. 
mani@gmail.com! 


Tinder is the night: love is a geotag 


don’t always go to 
OccCiv but when I 
* do, I look for ways to 
pacify my boredom. 
Recently, I discov- 


| ered Tinder. 


Today, I decide to share 
my angst with Carla, 22, 
with whom I have two 
mutual friends and three 
shared interests — enough, 
I posit, to warrant an un- 
solicited conversation 
without seeming sketchy. 
To my credit, though, the 
Tinder frontier is still fresh 
and, if only by virtue of it 
being a semi-anonymous 
dating application, lacking 
a precedent on what ex- 
actly qualifies as sketchy 
and what doesn’t. Besides, 
she matched me too: this is 
how the app works. 

“This class sucks,” I 
type, send. A half-hour 
passes. “I go to Hopkins, 
by the way.” Another hour. 

ae 

This is more or less par 
for the course. 

I'm not particularly up- 
set. For every unrequited 
attempt at a connection, 
there’s always two or three 
— though I'd imagine my 
numbers would be high- 
er if I hadn't gained six 
pounds after getting my 
wisdom teeth pulled over 
Christmas — that see ac- 
tualization. I do not know 
her last name, where she 
lives, how she spends her 
weekends or if she likes 
popcorn. All I know is that 
she’s within a 50-mile radi- 
us and that at some point, 
accidentally or intention- 
ally, drunk or sober, we ex- 
pressed a carnal interest in 
one another with the right- 
ward sweep of a fingertip. : 

Most of my matches 
aren't Hopkins girls. My 
menu is dominated by 
freshmen from Towson 
and Loyola, with a pepper- 
ing of some particularly 
colorful natives; Brittinee, 
31, appears to have three 
children. I liked her. It gets 
particularly —_ interesting 
after dark, when Shenice, 
28 invites me to The Get 
Down, or when I find my- 


self developing a vaguely 
passionate sense of trust 
with Princess, 24. 

When I do encounter a 
girl from Hopkins — about 
one in fourteen — I'll usu- 
ally throw her a bone. I can 
recognize her from the dan- 
gerously scant information 
provided by a Tinder pro- 
file: the user's first name, age 
and photograph, chosen at 
his or her own self-serving 
discretion. 


Yes, it’s creepy, but it 
finds redemption in the 


fact that the creepiness is 


mutual. It cuts through the 


crap and accepts that social 
media comes down to sex. 


The premise is wonder- 
fully Darwinian: natural 


selection with a fingertip’s 
sweep across a screen. 


Those with unimpressive 
connections will presum- 


the ensuing  self-confi- 
dence of the matched. 
You flip from girl to girl, 
you press the green heart 
for one of them, and then 
there’s that momentary 
lag. You become condi- 
tioned to associate it with 
the congratulatory an- 
nouncement that yes, you 
have a match. And in that 
fleeting moment, you feel 
good. 

This is why Tinder has 
enjoyed ‘its remarkable 
recent success. It gives us 
the affirmation that Face- 
book likes or drunken 
dance floor makeouts can 
only ambiguously sug- 
gest: people aren’t com- 
pletely averse to sleep- 
ing with me. It’s about 
self-satisfaction in vari- 
ous shades of pettiness 
and brevity. Darwin and 


ably Freud can 
grow ° still have 
bored Nash Jenkins their “say 
of the in the mat- 
Tinder- j ter, because 
Tinders « Guest CONLIMNIST » sea becue 
and go satisfaction 


play elsewhere, abandon- 
ing the gene pool alto- 
gether and leaving the 
more appealing users to 
find one another with 
and 
then be fruitful and mul- 


greater efficiency 


tiply. ; 


There’s one fatal flaw 
with that theory, though, 
because the interactions on 
Tinder so very rarely cul- 
minate in sex. If my first 
three weeks with the app 
are at all telling, it’s unlike- 
ly that I'll ever meet any of 
my matches in person. Late- 
night solicitations usually 
go ignored or downright 
rejected: “I’m too far away” 
is common, as is “I thought 
you were the other guy in 


your profile picture.” 
This is 


apparently 
counterintuitive to the 
concept of a dating appli- 
cation. But I'll argue that 
Tinder is first and fore- 
most about the user’s rela- 
tionship with himself. It’s 
an ego-booster, or defla- 
tor, depending. A match 
is only as rewarding as 


is all casual sex itself is 
really about, too. 

This is among the few 
reasons why it doesn’t par- 
ticularly bother me when 
my attempts to converse 
with a stranger fall flat. I 
probably wouldn’t want 
to talk to me either — I’m 
not especially charming in 
mediums other than news 
articles — but Tinder sim- 
ply isn’t about conversa- 
tion, because the conver- 
sation isn’t going to get 
you anywhere. 

Glancing down at my 
phone, I see a message: 
“Congratulations!” 

Kelly, 19. I turn away 
from myself and look at the 
girl: blonde, slightly hokey 
sepia filter on the picture, 
probably Towson. If insan- 
ity is doing the same thing 
repeatedly and expecting 
new results each time, may- 
be I'm crazy, then, driven 
temporarily nuts by the 
temporary cultivation of 
my self-esteem. 

“Hey,” I write. “This 
class sucks.” 
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Baltimore, take research in stride 


Stark contrasts in the health of Bal- 
timore residents are evident accord- 
ing to the work of Hopkins research- 
ers. Debra Furr-Holden, an associate 
professor at the Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, states that one of the 
clearest examples is the 20-year dis- 
parity in life expectancy between Ro- 
land Park and Upton Druid Heights, 
two neighborhoods who also have 
near opposite racial makeups. 

These disparaties cannot be ig- 
nored, and this page believes that 
more research on this subject is need- 
ed to bring about an improvement in 
the wellbeing of the city’s most vul- 
nerable populations. 

Due to her work, Furr-Holden was 
able to encourage the city to enforce 
an overlooked city law that stated 
that liquor stores must be at least 300 
feet away from schools. She found 
that there was a negative impact of 
liquor stores locations on teenage sus- 
ceptibility to drug and alcohol use by 
high school. 


Research such as Furr-Holden’s 
has the ability to enact change. Fund- 
ing sources at all levels must con- 
tinue to support the work of pub- 
lic health researchers and expand 
opportunities for investigators to 
work towards a better future for 
Baltimore residents. Furthermore, 
the city should keep a close ear to 
the findings of the research com- 
munity in order to better inform 
ordinances and legislation they 
may enact and identify enforce- 
ment shortcomings. 

As the nation confronts the chal- 
lenges of aging populations, increased 
prevalence of chronic diseases and 
the stagnation of our life expectancy, 
Baltimore has a unique opportunity 
to tackle these and other issues spe- 
cific to the varied urban populace. In 
tandem with its research institutions, 
this city can lead the way for similar 
urban locations in bridging the health 
challenges that fall on racial and eco- 
nomic lines. 


Treat Charles Village like it’s your home 


The administration recently sent 
out an email to its Charles Village 
community contacts, detailing its 
committment to allay the neighbor- 
hood’s concerns regarding students 
living in off-campus housing. The 
concerns mostly had to do with the 
transition from the Student/Com- 
munity Liason (the Shush Lady) to 
her successor, the Shush Lord. 

The Hopkins administration has 
clearly done its part in continuing to 
improve relations with the Charles 
Village community, although it is 
evident that several transitions have 
stalled that progress. 

This page commends the Uni- 
versity for its committment to both 
the neighborhood and its students, 
but thinks that it is ultimately up to 
the students to foster good relations 
with the Charles Village area. Any 
problems that off-campus Hopkins 
students bring to the community 
should be solved by the students 
themselves stepping up and acting 
responsibly. 

When Hopkins students live on 
campus in University owned dorms 
and apartments, the administration 
bears the obligation to mitigate the 
impact they have on the commu- 
nity. It is perfectly fair to hold the 


school accountable for failure to 


recycle, failing to meet zoning re- 


strictions or ineffective trash pick 
up schedules. Students living in on- 
campus housing are overwhelm- 
ingly freshmen and sophomores 
who may not used to these habitual 
responsibilities. The administration 
should and does take it upon itself 
to instruct students to recycle, keep 
their dorms clean, etc. Guidance as 
to accepted behaviors such as these 
is immensely helpful for students 
who have never lived on their own 
before. 

At the point where students move 
off campus, they have generally 
spent the past two years adjusting 
to apartment life in the relative shel- 
ter of dorms. Some go on to reside 
in apartment buildings while oth- 
ers move into rowhouses, mixing 
in with residents of all walks of life 
who call Charles Village home. The 
University should not have to apolo- 
gize to the community on behalf of 
supposedly mature Hopkins upper- 
classmen failing to do something as 
simple as keeping trash off of their 
porch or respecting the wishes of 
neighbors seeking quieter nights. 
Although we are only at Hopkins 
for four years, and off campus for 
two, we should still treat the com- 
munity as if it were our lifelong 
home, because for our neighbors in 
Charles Village, it actually is. 
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By ALEX DRAGONE 
resident Obama's 
nominee for Secretary 
of Defense, former Ne- 
braska Senator Chuck 
Hagel, has come under 

fire. Long before his hearing, Ha- 

gel faced attacks on his creden- 
tials, views and character remi- 
niscent of Robert Bork’s Supreme 

Court nomination. Of course, the 

most vicious of 

these attacks 
has been the 
labeling of Ha- 
gel as an anti- 

Semite. Where 

does this view 

stem from? Ina 

2008 interview, 

Hagel said: 

“The po- 
litical reality is 
that...the Jew- 
ish lobby in- 
timidates a lot 
of people [on 


Capitol Hill]... 
I'm a United 
States sena- 
tor. | support 


Israel. But my 
first interest is 
I take an oath 
of office to the 
Constitution 
of the United 
States. Not to a 
president. Not 
a party. Not to Israel. If I go run 
for Senate in Israel, I'll do that.” 
Now, Hagel’s term “Jewish 
lobby” is not accurate; he should 
have said “Israeli lobby.” But in 
light of the greater context of the 
quote, it is a minor mistake and 
his intention was clear. The oth- 
er part of the anti-Semitic charge 
is the context of Hagel’s quote. 
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Hageling over Hagel: Assault on Obama nominee is misguided 


Here, he is saying that he will not 
put Israeli interests above those 
of the United States of America. 
fo me, that seems like not only 
a reasonable response, but the 
correct one. Hagel did not run to 
advocate for the people of Israel, 
no matter how noble their cause 
or liberal their government. 

For too long, questioning the 
nature of the American-lsraeli 
alliance has been taboo in poli- 


tics, in part due to the efforts 
of the “Israeli lobby.” A well- 
funded and influential group of 
neoconservatives, some Jewish, 
some evangelical Christians, has 
made voicing reservations about 
the alliance into anti-Israeli and 
anti-Semitic rhetoric. 

Such a development is trou- 
bling; is not supporting an alli- 


ance with a nation going against 
that nation? Am 1 an anti-Indian 
if | do not believe we should en- 
ter into an unshakeable alliance 
with India, even if that means 
increased tensions and possible 
war with India’s rivals, Pakistan 
and China? Of course not. It sim- 
ply means that I don’t think we 
should overextend our influence 
when it could result in unfore- 
seen consequences. 


SueheM 


& 


On the day of its inception, 
Israel was invaded by a coali- 
tion of Arab forces, which it beat 
handily. Ever since, Israel has 
been remarkably successful in 
its wars, greatly increasing the 
size mandated in the 1947 parti- 
tion plan. Israel had American 
weapons in these wars, but an 
arms deal does not constitute 


JANSON TRIEU/GRAPHICS EDITOR 
Since President Obama nominated Chuck Hagel for Secretary of Defense last month, Hagel’s support for Israel has been called into question. 


the kind of support I am criticiz- 
ing — we make arms deals with 
plenty of nations, but they do 
not receive a promise of eternal 
American protection, 

The point is that Israel is a 
powerful nation that does not 
need to be coddled by America 
or any other nation. One nega- 
tive aspect of the alliance that 
Israel supporters should con- 
sider is what it means for Israeli 
independence. 
America gives 
much to Israel, 
and in return 
it expects to 
be informed of 
and consent to 
Israel's actions. 
One example 
of this is the 
Israeli airstrike 
on the Iraqi nu- 
clear facility at 
Osirak in 1981. 
The American 
government, 
supposedly Is- 
rael’s greatest 
friend, likened 
the attack to 
| the Soviet in- 
| tervention in 
Afghanistan. 

If Israel feels 
it is threat- 
ened by a for- 
eign power, 
it should not 
have to consult America before 
responding, just as we do not 
feel obligated to inform foreign 
powers of our military activities 
in advance. Similarly, if Israel 
wants to build settlements in 
Palestinian territory, that issue 
is between it and the Palestin- 
ians — America has no business 
scolding Israel on its foreign 
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With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


policy, as if it were a rebellious 
child. And, if Israel feels the 
need to launch an attack on Ira- 
nian nuclear facilities, it should 
not have to seek American ap- 
proval before doing so. Israel 
should be treated as any other 
nation, and that means with re- 
spect and neutrality. 

The effects of the Ameri- 
can-Israeli alliance on the U.S. 
should also be considered. Our 
constant support for Israel has 
made us guilty by association 
in the eyes of Israel’s enemies. 
Across the Arab world, the U.S. 
is resented for its support of a 
state that has humiliated the 
Arabs time and time again. Is- 
raeli actions are by default as- 
sumed to have American back- 
ing. If we gave Israel the same 
level of treatment we gave other 
friendly Arab countries, a ma- 
jor cause of anti-Americanism 
in the Middle East would be 
eliminated. 

Also, if Israel launches into 
a full-scale conflict with Iran 
or some other Arab state, there 
would be a huge uproar in the 
neoconservative camp to join 
Israel in the war effort. To put 
a war with Iran in perspective, 
Iraq had an army of only 375,000 
men in 2003 and the country 
is only 169,235 square miles. 
Iran currently has a military of 
545,000 men and a square mile- 
age of 636,372. We would do well 
to heed the words of our Found- 
ing Fathers and seek “peace, 
commerce, and honest friend- 
ship with all nations, entangling 
alliances with none.” 


Alex Dragone is a freshman History 
and Writing Seminars double major 


from Woodcliff Lake, N.J. 


(inline courses and campus lile can coexist 


By CAITLIN McDONALD 


hat in_ the 

world is a 

MOOC? It 

is not some 

slang word 
for cows or a creature straight 
out of the Lord of 
the Rings. Rather, 
MOOC stands _ for 
Massive Open On- 
line Courses. These 
are classes taught 
by professors at 
various institutions 
that are offered to 
the public for free. 
As a result, often 
thousands of people 
enroll. For instance, 
in 2011, a Stanford 
professor offered a 
course that attract- 
ed a mind-blowing 
160,000 students, 
shocking universi- 
ties everywhere. 

It is no puzzle 
what the appeal is 
in these classes. Af- 
ter all, they are free! 
Forget those near 
$50,000 yearly tu- 
itions that prevent 
so many from even 
considering college, 
and say hello to 
free classes. If there 
were a way for the 
MOOCs to make a 
profit, it would en- . 
sure the rising suc- 
cess and growth of 
the online educa- 
tion business. And, 
as such, it could 
even have the po-- 
tential to transform 
higher education. 

Of course, there are count- 
less people who shudder at such 
a prospect. This may include 
people invested in the classic 
campus-style university way 
of learning. When they think 
of MOOCs and the increasing 
dominance of online education, 
their minds may jump to I, Ro- 
bot or some other creepy science. 
fiction movie about technology 
taking over human existence. 
They see a situation in which 
parents will take one look at the 
selection of free, or extremely 
cheap, online college classes, 
and then say good bye to uni- 
__versities, including Hopkins. 


ad 


It does not have to be that 
way, though. It is not a black 
or white world in which there 
can only be one form of learn- 
ing. Some things can be learned 
online for little or no cost and 
others through small classes 
filled with discussion. It also 


the professor a question? What | 
if you want to ask the profes- 
sor a deeper question about 
the content? Learning how to 
apply concepts or how to ana- 
lyze them would be difficult in 
an online, impersonal setting. 
There are no discussions, sci- 
ence labs, scientific 


; COURTESY OF LESTER SPENCE VIA FLICKR 
Some opponents of online courses argue that campus life will be threatened. 


depends on the person. If you're 
an eighteen-year-old with much 
left to learn before you enter a 
career, online lectures may not 
be the answer. If you are retired 
and wish to learn about subjects 
long forgotten or never learned, 
online lectures would be per- 


fect. 


The fact is, MOOCs should 
not, and most likely never will, 
fully take over university life. 
There is simply no comparison 
of educational value between 
the two. How much can you 
learn from a video of a profes- 
sor and a chalkboard? What if 


research, debates or 
class participation, 
all of which make 
up an essential part 
. of education. 

On the 
hand, in 
students 
with professors, 
graduate students 
and other class- 
mates on an intel- 
lectual level that 
forces them to open 
their minds to new 
ideas, form hypoth- 
eses and test them 
against evidence, 
and decide for 
themselves their 
opinions. Over- 
all, it teaches us to 
think critically. 

Far from being a 
threat to university 
lifee MOOCs can 
surely be success- 
fully incorporated. | 
If not for actual col- 
lege credit, it could 
at least act as a sup- 
plement. I, for one, 
know that at times 
when I am confused 
about something 
that the teacher 
has covered, I look 
to outside sources 
and alternative ex- 


other 
college, 
interact 


planations. | What 
could act as a bet- 
ter supplement than MOOCs? 
They come from established 
institutions where there is no’ 
doubt that the lecture is of high 
quality, so although it is not on 
par with face-to-face teaching, 
it would still be of great assis- 
tance. 

There is a definite place for 
MOOCs in society and even to 
a degree on college campuses. 
But fear not, university life isn’t 
going away anytime soon. 


Caitlin McDonald is a freshman 
Economics major from Westport, 


you are confused? Can you ask | Conn. 


Megan Crants | 


New life-saving drug 


should be 


ost people have 
heard of staph 
infections, but 
not many real- 
ize how serious 
they can be. The staphylococcus 
bacteria that cause the infection 
can be commonly found on the 
human body and generally do 
not cause any serious problems. 
The infections can quickly turn 
fatal, however, if the bacteria en- 
ter the bloodstream. This causes 
bacteremia, otherwise known 
as blood poisoning. The bacteria 
can then travel through the blood 
to infect internal organs, bones, 
muscles and surgical implants. 

My mother, who recently had 
hip surgery, struggled with this 
serious situation. The scar she 
received from her surgery be- 
came infected and the bacteria 
soaked into her bloodstream. 
She became lightheaded, ex- 
tremely and consistently fe- 
verish, and could not take any 
medication to soothe her post- 
surgery pain because her blood 
pressure dropped to a danger- 
ously low level. 

She started getting heart 
murmurs and they did not 
know if she would make it 
through the experience. She was 
eventually released from the 
hospital after about a week, but 
shortly after had another close 
call. A blood clot got lodged in 
her lungs, forcing her to return 
to the emergency room chok- 
ing and breathless. The clot 
was then dislodged into her 
stomach, but it was yet another 
close call. Even now after be- 
ing released from the hospital, 
she has to have a nurse come to 
her house every week to change 
out IV medication to help her 
recover and she is fatigued and 
nauseous. 

The bacteremia probably oc- 
curred because she had a weak- 
ened immune system from 
surgery, but this disease and 
other life-threatening ailments 
caused by staph infections, 
such as toxic shock syndrome, 
are becoming more common 
‘in healthy people. Toxic shock 


approved 


syndrome, which results from 
the release of toxins from cer- 
tain strains of staph, develops 
suddenly to cause fever, nausea, 
rashes, confusion, muscle aches 
and seizures. 

In addition to this increasing 
prevalence, many staph infec- 
tions have stopped responding 
to common antibiotics, making 
them much harder to treat. My 
mother had to try numerous 
different antibiotics over the 
course of several days because 
none of them was treating the 
infection and it kept growing 
regardless of pharmaceutical 
intervention. 

A recent NYU School of 
Medicine study on maraviroc, 
an HIV drug, suggests that the 
drug can potentially be used to 
treat staphylococcus aureus, a 
deadly strain of staph that puts 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple in the hospital every year. 

This drug works by attach- 
ing to a’ receptor, the CCR5, 
which is located on immune 
T cells. HIV enters the T cells 
through this CCR5 where it be- 
gins to replicate. Researchers 
have now determined that some 
strains of staph actually target 
and destroy cells with CCR5, 
which leads to the stimulation 
of an immune response. 

With maraviroc, however, 
the noxious effects of the bacte- 
rium toxins were blocked. The 
goal is ultimately to strengthen 
the immune system, making 
sure it has a better chance to 
control the staph infection and 
keep the body healthy and pro- 
tected. The drug is still only be- 
ing used in clinical trials with 
staph-infected mice, but mara- 
viroc should be approved for 
humans soon so that patients 
like my mother will have an 
easier time dealing with the in- 
fection. 


Megan Crants is a junior Writing 
Seminars and Cognitive Science 
double major from Nashville, Tenn. 
She is the science columnist for The 
News-Letter. 
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5.87 GPA. 


1563 SAT SCORES, 
FUTURE RHODES SCHOLAR. 


FEBRUARY 7, 2013 


THICK AS A BRICK WHEN IT COMES TO CROSSING THE STREET. 


You're smart, and you've got the class schedule to prove it. Engineering Thermodynamics, Riemannian Geometry 


and Advanced Portuguese are no match for you. Then why is it hard to remember to be alert when crossing the 
street? Odds are the guy driving the SUV barreling toward you is no rocket scientist. So you've got to be street 
smart, as well as book smart. 


Be A Road Scholar. 


UNIVERSITY 
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YOUR WEEKEND Fes uw 


Best cheesecake in Baltimore area 


n honor of 
tine’s Day (or in 
spite of it) there’s a 
dessert that 
to be tried: Baklava 
cheesecake. 
also a 


restaurant that 


rhere’s 
specific 


needs to be tried that goes 
along with the delectable 


dessert. 

Find a car, a zipcar, a 
friend with a car, a visit- 
ing parent, a teammate 
with a car or, like me, a 
co-editor 
with a zip- 
car and get 
yourself 


Valen- 


needs 


only because it was a sav- 
ing grace, but also because 
the food was some of the 
best around 

The atmosphere is spe- 
cial too. It’s a place straight 
out of the 1960s with juke- 
boxes on every table and 
colorful murals covering 
the walls. 

The waiters wear bow 
and swing around 
the diner as if in a cho- 
reographed routine. They 
seem like a fun group of 


ties, 


people, not 
only offer- 


© 
Quinn ing 


great 
service, 


to Nauti- G @ | [ but also 
lus Diner uest 0 umnist laughing 
in Timo- and __havy- 
nium. ing fun with the dinner- 

The Nautilus Diner, goers. One of our favorite 


one of a group of three 
local diners that offers an 
amazing array of desserts 
and diner delicacies. One 
of my co-editors discov- 
ered the diner while stay- 
ing in the Towson area 
last year. It was the week- 
end of Hurricane Irene 
and the Nautilus Diner 
came to the rescue as the 
only restaurant open for 
miles. 

Ever since then, it has 
been a traditional spot, not 


waiters, Tom, occasionally 
chimes in on our conversa- 
tions, picking up the nick- 
names we have for each 
other and joking along 
with us. 

And in some strange 
way, it’s a great place to go 
for dinner when things are 
in full swing, and every- 
one’s playing music and 
laughing. 

If — dare I say it — 
the baklava cheesecake is 
not enough temptation, 


there are plenty of other 
tempting options. If it’s a 
struggle pouring over the 
large diner menu or if the 
craving is for something 
the 
double cheeseburger. It’s 


not so sweet, order 
more double on the cheese 
than the burger, but in an 
delicious way. With it, or- 
der the sweet potato fries 
(ask for them well done). 
If sweet potato fries aren’t 
your thing, they also have 
waffle fries —one of my 
personal favorites. 

It’s the perfect place to 
go if you're sick of Tam- 
ber’s, Chipotle, and the 
range of other restaurants 
around Charles Village. 
Stop at the mall, do some 
grocery shopping and then 
drop in for a bite. 

The Nautilus Diner in 
Timonium is a place that 
needs to be visited as soon 
as possible. If it’s not this 
weekend, whatever you do, 
do not go four years with- 
out getting to this diner. 

But If you happen to 
go there around 8 o'clock 
this Saturday, you may or 
may not catch a couple of 
News-Letter editors enjoy- 
ing — I'll say it one more 
time — the mouthwatering 
baklava cheesecake. 


Soll 
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COURTESY OF THE WWWTHENAUTILUSDINER.COM 
The Nautilus Diner in Timonium has a huge menu featuring pancakes, desserts, waffle fries and more. 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
(our Weekend Editor 


Looking for something 
to do this Valentine’s Day 
weekend? 

Well, you're in luck, be- 
cause JHU and Baltimore 
have plenty of options! 

First, let’s see what 
Hopkins has to offer. 

This week is Shag Week 
presented by the HOP and 
CHEW. So look out for in- 
formative and entertain- 
ing sex-themed events 
around campus. 

On Valentine’s Day it- 
self, you can send Con- 
dom-grams to all your 
friends and lovers. You 
can chose the design and 
write a personalized mes- 
sage. 

Thursday night is the 


| Passion Party in Gilman 


50, mysteriously described 
as “not your grandmoth- 
er’s tupperware party.” 
Or you can get to the 
“Love and Let Love” per- 


| formance by the Peabody 


Chamber Opera. This 
event pairs Conversations 
of the Heart, a Cabaret 
show, with Svadba, Ana 
Sokolovic’s one-act opera 
about preparing for a Ser- 
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COURTESY OF THE WALTERS ART MUSEUM VIA FACEBOOK 
The Walters presents Love is in the Art, a romantic way to spend Valentine's Day with food, dance and music. 


How to celebrate Valentine's Day at JHU 


bian wedding. 

You can see “Love and 
Let Love” at the Baltimore 
Theater project until Sun- 
day Feb. 14. 

Friday afternoon is the 
Sex Fest in the Glass Pavil- 
ion from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Then at night you can 
head to Gilman 50 to see 
Sleepless in Seattle with Tom 
Hanks and Meg Ryan. 

Because you can never 
have enough sappy 90's 
romance, right? 

There are even more 
choices off-campus. 

The Walters Art Mu- 
seum features a super- 
charged version of 
the weekly Constella- 
tion Thursday Nights 
called Love is in the Art. 
There will be free hors 
d’oeuvres and candies as 
well as romantic tours of 
the museum. Rye’s Fell’s 
Point will provide spe- 
cialty cocktails. There 
will also be a dance per- 
formance by | Flux/us. 
Dance Projects. 

The Maryland Zoo of- 
fers an scandalous event 
called Love is Wild... Sex 
at the Zoo. At this adult- 
oriented get-together, you 
can learn about bizarre 


animal courtship ritu- 
als while enjoying hors 
d’oeuvres and cocktails. 

Formal attire is sug- 
gested, so this can be your 
excuse to dress up. 

For an _ avant-garde 
holiday, you can go toa 
special V-Day screening 
at the Charles Theatre. 
The event, called Is This 


Desire? features experi- 
mental short films on 
16mm. 


As an added bonus, the 
screening is free with a 
JHU ID. 

Or, if Valentine’s Day 
gets you down, the Side- 
bar Tavern offers some- 
thing called Broken Hearts 
and Jaded Lovers — A Val- 
entine’s Day of Despair. 
They will be crowning the 
Most Miserable Male and 
Female, so bring your sad 
face. 

With all of these op- 
tions, you're sure to find 
something interesting to 


do for Valentine’s Day.» 


So bring your signifi- 
cant other, your friends, 
or just yourself to some of 
this weekend’s romantic 
events. 

Or, of course, you could 
just stay at home. 


Thursday Feb. 14 


Mumford & Sons 
8 p.m. 
Patriot Center 
George Mason 
University 


English folk-rock 
band Mumford & 
Sons is coming to 
nearby George Ma- 
son University in 
Fairfax, Va. After 
their performance at 
the Grammys a few 
years ago, this band 
has been steadily ris- 
ing in popularity. The 
performance will 


likely feature songs 
from their new al- 
bum, Babel, released 
in September 2012. 


COMMONSWIKIMEDIA.ORG 


Flashdance 
8 p.m. — 
Hippodrome Theatre 


Catch Flashdance 
The Musical before 


JHU and B’more Happenings 


it leaves Baltimore! 
This show is based on 
the 1983 movie about 
a young woman's ef- 
forts to become a 
professional dancer. 
Flashdance ends its 
short run at the Hip- 
podrome with a final 
performance on Sun- 
day evening. 


BROADWAYTOUR.NET 


Friday Feb. 15 


Greek Block Show 


7-10 p.m. 
Glass Pavilion 
Levering 


The National Pan- 
Hellenic Council 
Blockshow = show- 
cases Black Greek 
Letter organizations. 
The NPHC  Block- 
show has been’ en- 
tertaining and edu- 
cating the Hopkins 
community since 
its debut in 2005. 


BUOELY 


BLACK {iL 
SHedS wer 
CHAMELEON a1, 


MuSIC aNd LCS Kesten CHuds-2S0 


rearuary 7tW - 2d 
tHe STRAND theater 


a 


i? = 2 a2 i 
STRAND-THEATER.ORG 


Bubbly Black Girl 
Sheds Her 
Chameleon Skin 
8 p.m. 
Strand Theater 


A woman named 
Bubbly who _ learns 
to embrace her col- 
or is the subject of 
this “smartly sweet” 
musical by Kirsten 
Childs. Catch the 


‘Baltimore premiere 


of this humorous 
coming-of-age story 
at the Strand The- 
ater. The plays deals 
with subjects of sex- 
ism, racism and self- 
acceptance. Opening 
night tickets are $25. 
The show runs until 
Feb. 23. 


Nick Offerman 


8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 


‘Warner Theater, 
Washington D.C. 


Nick Offerman _ is 


known for playing 
the inscrutable Ron 
Swanson on popular 
NBC comedy Parks 
& Recreation. This 
weekend, however, 
the comedian will vis- 
it D.C. for two Friday 
night shows. If you 
really want to get in 
the spirit, show up 
with your Ron Swan- 
son inspired “Give 
me all the Bacon and 
Eggs You Have” T- 
shirt. 


she ME ALL 


ONZEGGS 


NBCUNIVERSALSTORE.COM 


Witness Theater 
8 p.m. 
Swirnow Theater, 
Mattin Center 


Curious about what — 


Witness Theater 
members were up to 
over winter break? 
Then check out their 
Intersession Show- 
case this weekend! 
The performance 
features five student 
written, directed 


and produced plays. 
It only costs s3 for 
students with J-card, 
s5 for general admis- 
sion. Repeat perfor- 
mances on Saturday 
night and Sunday af- 
ternoon at 3 p.m. 


Mental Notes 
A Capella Concert 
8 p.m. 
Hippodrome Theatre 


* Come see JHU’s own 
comedy a capella 
group in concert 
this Saturday night. 
If that’s not enough 
incentive, there will 
also be special guests. 


Saturday Feb. 16 


‘COMMONSWIKIMEDIA.ORG 


Rocky Horror 
Picture Show 
Midnight 
Arellano Theater, 
Levering 


Looking for an alter- 


native way to spend 
Valentine’s Day 
weekend? Come see 
the Rocky Horror 
Picture Show for a 
mix of . 


COMMONSWIKIMEDIA ORG 


Bromo Seltzer 
Arts Tower 
Open House 

1-5 p.m. 
Bromo Seltzer Tower 


The Emerson Bromo 
Seltzer Tower was 
constructed in 1911 
and has since been 
a historic Baltimore 
landmark. Today it is 


a studio space for vi- 


sual and literary art- 
ists. This Saturday at 
the Open House you 
can enjoy drawings, 
sculptures, paintings, 
video, photographs 
and theatrical per- 
formances. 
will also be clock 


room tours every 


hour from 1:30 p.m. 
until 4:30 p.m. 


There 


. 
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Warm Bodies delivers (SSA's Spring Festival show a raging success 
Wt time for Valentine's 


By FLORENCE LAU 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


It is no secret that the 
Warm Bodies are creating 
their own take on Shake- 
speare’s classic and tragic 
love story, Romeo and Juliet. 

After all, the two ro- 
mantic leads are named R 
and Julie, and Julie’s father 
as well as their life circum- 
stances conspire to keep 
them apart. 

Luckily, R and Julie’s 
love story turns out much 


happier 


find a way to convince Ju- 
lie’s father, the head of the 
only remaining human 
colony, that the zombies 
are becoming more human 
again. 

This is the perfect mov- 
ie for Valentine’s Day. It’s 
funny, cute, and smart, 
and it is a light-hearted 
hour and a half for those 
who want to see a happy 
version of a zombie apo- 
colypse (which is pretty 
rare as far as the zombie 
genre goes). 


Hoult 
than did plays 
their 16th = Eble tae. a z0m- 
century WARM bie who 
counter- doesn’t 
parts. _ BODIES : want to be 

Teh i's a zombie 
movie fol- 1! Starring: Nicholas ton perfec: 
lows the {! Hoult, Teresa Palmer, tion as 
Story of I John Malkovich Be eee 
a zombie || Director: Jonathan himself 
named R Levine around 
(Nicholas }] Run Time: 98 min the airport 
Fon khy)r Rating: PG-13 terminal 
who is Playing at: White that is R’s 
different Marsh ; home. His 
from his struggles 
fellow un- to connect 
dead. He with Julie 


wants more from life than 
traveling in hordes and 
feasting on the brains of 
survivors. 

He runs into a survi- 
vor named Julie (Teresa 
Palmer), and after eating 
her boyfriend’s brain, falls 
in love with her and de- 
cides to try and keep her 
safe rather than eat her. 
R brings Julie back to his 
hideout for a few days and 
tries to show her that he 
isn’t out to harm her. 

Eventually, Julie begins 
to trust R and they strike 
up an unlikely friend- 
ship. Their friendship and 
eventual romance spark 
something in the rest of 
the zombies, who begin to 
somehow cure themselves. 

As R and Julie’s_ ro- 
mance heats up, they must 


and show that he means 
no harm is adorable and 
makes the audience tem- 


porarily forget that he | 


is technically undead as 
they just want to give him 
a huge hug. 


Julie is a blend of strong | 


and vulnerable at the same 
time, which sounds like 
a contradition, but some- 
how works when she’s on 
the big screen. She’s the 
kind of girl who won't 


back down and will fight | while many of them also 


| looked like typical Hop- 


this apocolypse till her last 
breath. 

Palmer is able to em- 
body Julie’s contrasting 
nature. She’s able to show 
Julie’s strength from the 
moment we first see her on 
screen until the very end of 
the movie. 

SeE WARM BODIES, pace B4 


The night before Chinese Lunar New Year, the CSSA hosted their annual Spring Festival Show 


By DUYEN TAT 
Staff Writer 


Sunday, Feb. 10 signified 
the Chinese Lunar New 
Year, celebrating the arriv- 
al of spring and a prosper- 
ous beginning. 

On Saturday night, the 


Hopkins Chinese  Stu- 
dents and Scholars As- 
sociation (CSSA) hosted 


their annual Spring Festi- 
val Show, open to the en- 
tire Hopkins community 
as well as any interested 
Baltimore locals. 

Shriver Hall was 
decked in the traditional 
red of the New Year, sym- 
bolizing good luck and 
happiness. Chinese lan- 
terns lined the stage and 
the festive atmosphere 
was unmistakable. 

In addition to the deco- 
rations, what also set the 
night apart from other 
Hopkins events was the 
fact that most of it was con- 
ducted in Mandarin Chi- 


| nese. 


Despite the language 
barrier, audience members 


| who couldn’t speak Chi- 


nese still enjoyed them- 


| selves. 


The event provided the 
opportunity for people 
from multiple generations 
to come together and cel- 
ebrate a festive holiday. 
Grandparents sat in the 
audience alongside young 
children who danced along 
with the music. 

Many of the audience 
members present donned 
traditional Chinese outfits, 


kins students. 

The program started out 
with a lion dance perfor- 
mance. 

Lion dancing is a long- 
standing Asian tradition 
dating back to imperial 
times. 

It arose out of the leg- 


fe ~ 


COURTESY OF CSSA HOPKINS 


The Hopkins Chinese Students and Scholars Association hosted a lively and exciting Spring Festival Show. 


end of the nian, beasts 
that would rise out of the 
sea and attack the people 
of the villages around 
New Years’ time. These 
beasts were sensitive to 
loud noises and the color 
red, so the villagers beat 
their drums loudly and lit 
firecrackers to scare them 
away. 

The tradition contin- 
ued, and it is honored by 
the modern practice of two 
people wearing a nian cos- 
tume, dancing to the beat 
of a loud drum. 

The pounding of the 
drum is essential to the 
power conveyed by the 
performance, and the lion 
dancers at the show per- 
formed exceptionally well. 
Such movement required 
acrobatic as well as artistic 
finesse. 

The lion dance was per- 
formed by the Hopkins 
Yong Han Lion Dance 
Troupe. 

The Tai Yim Kung Fu 
School performed a Chi- 


nese dragon dance. 

A group of men car- 
ried a long cloth dragon 
with different segments of 
its body held up by poles. 
They moved in synchrony 
with each other and to the 
beat of the drum. 

The red and gold colors 
of the dragon’s torso swam 
across the stage, creating 
ribbons of color. The fluid 
movement of the dragon’s 
body simulates the rip- 
pling of water, as that is 
their domain of domi- 
nance. 

This was followed by 
an adeptly choreographed 
Latin-inspired dance rou- 
tine. 

A throng of women in 
bright yellow frocks and 
men in suits sashayed 
on stage to “Whenever, 
Wherever” by Shakira 
and then to a Chinese 
song. 

They then broke out of 
group dance to partner 
up, sparking a connection 
amongst each other that 


formances 
discourse, the performers 
offered 
night. 


got the audience breaking 
out into applause. 

The night also featured 
a xiangsheng (or crosstalk) 
show, which can be best 
described as an SNL skit in 
theatrical form. 

Four people bantered 
on stage, offering social 
commentary that got the 


audience roaring in laugh- 
ter. 


CSSA put on a grand 


show to welcome in the 
Chinese New Year that did 
not disappoint. 


From awe-striking per- 
to humorous 
an entertaining 


Though it was defi- 


nitely geared towards the 
Chinese 
munity, anyone with an 


speaking com- 


open mind could enjoy 
the event. The audience 
was reminded to walk 
into the New Year with an 
appreciation for the fes- 
tivity in life. 

Xin Nian Kuai Le! 


The Buttered Mblets perform well under pressure Jukebox the Ghost wows 


By AUBREY ALMANZA 
Copy Editor 


Friday night marked 
the second consecutive 
full house at Levering 
Hall’s Arellano Theater. 
Students and faculty ex- 
citedly filled every seat 
before the Buttered Nib- 
lets took the stage. The 
Niblets, Hopkins’s elite 
Improvised Comedy 
team, did not disappoint 
the paying crowd. Skill- 
fully managing the audi- 
ence’s demands, the Nib- 
lets remained on their 
toes as crowd members 
endlessly provided plot 
points ranging from dol- 
phin incorporation, to 


Wizard Rock concerts to 
kite flying. Devising witty 
and comprehensible skits 
on the spot is no small 


On Friday night, Hopkins's own imp 


" 


feat, yet the Niblets op- 
erated in a seemingly ef- 
fortless manner. In an in- 
terview with junior Claire 
Rosen, a veteran Niblet, 
The News-Letter inquired 
into the troop’s habits and 
pre-performance rituals. 

“We were thrilled with 
the turnout at the show and 
felt the love and support 
for our trip to Nationals!” 
Rosen said in response to 
the impressive attendance. 

Although the group 
performs improv, the But- 
tered Niblets are sure to 
practice. 

“T like to compare im- 
prov practice to a sports 
practice. On gamé day you 
never know what you're 
going to get, so in practice 
you run some drills, come 
up with a few plays, and 
mostly get comfortable 


working with your team- 
mates so that when game 
day comes you can be as 
ready as possible,” Rosen 
said. “Improv is really just 
fun, though, so we just go 
out there and start off with 
whatever the suggestions 
first bring to mind and we 
roll with it.” 

The group delves into 
the unknown on stage 
with every performance. 

“Prior to the show we 
are always a little ner- 
vous, but mostly excited... 
we play some high-energy 
warm-up games, dance 
around, and try to get our 
group mind thinking,” 
Rosen said. 

These customs have 
clearly benefited the 
team, as the troop now 
prepares for The Chicago 
Improv Festival’s upcom- 


COURTESY OF THE BUTTERED NIBLETS 
rov comedy group, The Buttered Niblets, put on a hilarious performance that will never be replicated. 


ing, annual College Im- 
prov Tournament, where 
the Buttered Niblets have 
been nationally ranked. 
The accomplishment is 
a well-deserved product 
of ample hard work. Any 
of Arellano’s audience 
members can attest to the 
unembarrassed  fearless- 
ness with which the Nib- 
lets crawled on all fours 
as dogs covered in urine, 
flopped around like gup- 
pies in a fishbowl, casted 
spells, or held their breath 
in a basin of water. This 
courage in the name of 
comedy sets the Buttered 
Niblets apart, and will 
undoubtedly take them 
far at Nationals. On be- 
half of the Hopkins com- 
munity, we wish you the 
best of luck and thank 
you for the laughs. 


By ELIZABETH 
SHERWOOD 
Staff Writer 


Jukebox the Ghost re- 
turned to Baltimore on Sat- 
urday, Feb. 9 for a sold out 
show at the Ottobar. The 
last time they were there 
was in 2009 but the show 
was not nearly as packed. 

“A few of you were 
there,” Tommy Siegel, vo- 
cals and guitar, said, point- 
ing to the crowd. “It looks 
like you had babies.” 

“You were busy,” Ben 
Thornewill, vocals and 
piano, quipped. This was 
the kind of banter that 
charmed the audience be- 
tween songs. The set was 
full and the men of Jukebox 
the Ghost were having fun. 
The crowd was, as well. 

Drummer Jesse Kris- 
tin had a terrible flu and 
discreetly took medicine 
during some of the banter. 
His dedication to the per- 
formance and seemingly 
sunny disposition made 
him even more likeable. 

Almost all of the songs 
were lively and had the au- 
dience dancing. The band 
was just as excited as the 
crowd that the show was 
sold out. ; 

“It is a sold out night in 
Baltimore, and we are pro- 
fessionals,’ they assured 
everyone. 

But that did not stop 
them from cracking jokes 
left and right. Probably the 
most expressive out of the 
trio was Thornewill, who 
explained that while they 
were still early in their 
tour, they had played civi- 
lized performances else- 
where but “Baltimore, you 
make me really weird.” 


and excites sold out crowd 


The crowd — further 
proved Baltimore’s charm 
by cheering the tune of 
The White Stripes’ “Seven 
Nation Army” for the en- 
core, in unison. When the 
three got back on stage, 
Thornewill asked, “Wait, is 
that a normal thing? Is that 
your anthem?” And some- 
one shouted that it was a 
Ravens thing. The Ravens, 
of course, use this song to 
pump up. The encore con- 
sisted of two songs, includ- 
ing one of their hits “Good 
Day.” 

The band had a fantas- 
tic dynamic. You could tell 
they were friends and en- 
joyed their traditions. One 
such tradition is playing a 
“cheesey 80's cover” which, 
this time, was Queen’s 
“Somebody to Love.” They 
also started playing a bit 
of “Don’t Stop Believing” 
for fun and stopped, but 
the* audience continued 
to sing. “Stop singing this 
song. That's quite enough,” 
they joked. 

The two singers Siegel 
and Thornewill had beau- 
tiful harmonies together. 
A notably beautiful har- 
mony exists in “Matter of 
Time.” Some crowd favor- 
ites from the night were 
“The Spiritual,” “Static to 
the Heart” and “Man in 
the Moon.” 1 

The venue was perfect for 
them. The opening acts, the 
well-paired Lighthouse and 
the Whaler and Matt Pond 
played a fitting amount of 
songs. The band did the in- 
die rock genre proud with 
a brilliant performance. The 
silly jokes, the excited fans 
and the close quarters made 

for a great atmosphere and a 
great time. 


a 


B4 


here are 
movies that can 
be watched over 
and over again 
and 

their magic. 

For me, those are Nora 
Ephron movies — the 
ones that are always on 
cable and usually involve 
Meg Ryan falling in love. 

There are plenty of new 
movies out that I could see, 
but after deciding to watch 
You've Got Mail, When Har- 
ry Met Sally and Sleepless in 
Seattle in the same week, 
I have become convinced 
that Ephron’s world full of 
chance meetings and _hi- 
larious monologue can’t be 
topped. 

I tend to get very in- 
vested in characters in 
both movies and TV 
shows, and I usually end 
up sitting by myself on 
my couch crying during 
the emotional scenes, just 
like all the women talk- 
ing about An Affair to Re- 
member during Sleepless in 
Seattle. 

I am part of the demo- 
graphic of single women 
that Ephron 
catered to, 
and she did it 
so well. 

It is hard 
to pin down 
her writing on one par- 
ticular group of people 
when Ephron, who passed 
away in June, was able to 
connect to pretty much ev- 
eryone. There’s something 
about each of these movies 
that makes me want to be- 
lieve that life can be that 
perfect, even if there is a 
very tiny, if not impossible 
chance, of my life replicat- 
ing any of these movies. 

Sleepless in Seattle hits 
pretty close to home for me 
because sometimes, I see 
myself as Meg Ryan’s char- 
acter, whose friend accuses 
her of not wanting to be in 


some 


never lose 


love, but to be in love ina. 


movie. 

While I doubt that I will 
ever get the guts to hear a 
voice on the radio and then 
fly across the country to 
find that voice, it’s nice to 
know that someone thinks 
that it’s possible. 


‘ tl 
Guest Columnist periect 


It’s also  heartbreak- 
ing to hear Tom Hanks’s 
character talk about how 
finding his wife was like 
magic, though it serves asa 
message to Meg Ryan and 
every other woman that 
they don’t have to settle, 

that —_ being 

e e - ae. 
Witkin in love isn’t 

about every- 
ning being 
on 
paper. 

It’s about feeling like 
you're “home.” 

I'm also pretty ob- 
sessed with the kid who 
plays Tom Hanks’s son in 
the movie, who unfortu- 
nately does not act any- 
more. 

When I watch You've 
Got Mail, | focus far more 
on the bookstore than the 
romantic relationship, 
though obviously I leave 
the movie ecstatic when 

Meg Ryan and Tom Hanks 
finally end up together. 

This movie, however, 
is somehow able to reach 
straight into my child- 
hood and mention the 
books that defined it (the 
Betsy-Tacy series and Bal- 
let Shoes). It always leaves 
me wanting to move to 
New York so I can open 
my own bookstore and 
do nothing but dream all 
day. 
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COURTESY OF WWWSCREENED.COM 
Many of Nora Ephron’s films feature Meg Ryan falling in love, including the classic film, You've Got Mail 


When Harry Met Sally, 
however, is my favorite 
story, and not just be- 
cause Billy Crystal and 
Meg Ryan have hilarious 
scenes throughout the 
movie. 

This is the movie that 
shows that Nora Ephron 
really understands what 
people are going through, 
and it’s all thanks to direc- 
tor Robert Reiner. 

He originally didn’t 
want Harry and Sally to 
end up together because 
he had gone through a di- 
vorce and didn’t really be- 
lieve in the whole happily- 
ever-after thing anymore. 
And then, while working 
on the movie, he met his 
second wife and changed 
the ending. 

It doesn’t get better than 
that. 

Those movies were 
written twenty years ago, 
and both dating and every- 
day life may be slightly dif- 
ferent now. 

It’s hard to imagine 
any guy topping Billy 
Crystal’s monologue in 
When Harry Met Sally, but 
not everything in movies 
needs to be completely 
realistic. Besides, it’s not 
as if Ephron didn’t bring 
considerable life experi- 
ences into her screen- 
plays, and she doesn’t 


Childhood shows the world needs again 


ou heard it 
right. 

Everyone's 

favorite child- 

hood show is 

returning to our home 

screens. It seems we all 

needed a little more sugar, 

spice, and everything nice 

in our lives. 


cast members returning to 
play their older selves, it 
promises to become a fa- 
vorite of the younger gen- 
erations just as it was for 
us. 

Hey Arnold!: 1 don’t 
think I know a single per- 
son who didn’t love Arnold 

and his foot- 


The Pow. Filan Brait ball shaped 
erpuff girls me Oe are: 
are back, G G e same 
adorable XOXO Hopssip Girl cannot be 
and_ badass said for 
as ever. Helga and her unfortunate 


Recently, the Cartoon 
Network announced their 
return to TV, after going 
off air in 2005. 

However, they will 
be returning with a few 
changes. The new show 
will showcase a redesigned 
Blossom, Bubbles, and But- 
tercup. There will also be 
a new character, Fibonacci 
Sequins and with a last 
name like Sequins, I have 
high hopes for this addi- 
tion. 

There’s no denying 
that this news has caused 
great joy among the female 
populations of the world. 
But I'd like to look at other 
shows from our youth that 
would be nice to bring 
back. 

1. Boy Meets World: We 
all watched Cory grow up 
and snare Topanga. 

We watched them head 
off to college together, and 
we all mourned the end of 
the show. 

While we won't be get- 


ting a new and improved © 


Boy Meets World on air in 
the near future, we will be 
getting a new take on the 
classic show. 

Girl Meets World will be 
hitting screens soon, and 
with many of the original 


attitude. But together they 
create a hilariously enter- 
taining pair that the world 
could use a bit more of 
these days. 

The Magic School Bus: 
No ones childhood was 
complete without the joy 
this show provided. Many 
of our first lessons were 
acquired from the knowl- 
edge this show had to offer. 

To this day I remember 
the episode that explained 
the water cycle. 

It made learning inter- 
active, entertaining . and 
quite honestly, the fact that 
I still remember lessons 
from this show is a pretty 
obvious sign that it did its 
job well, 

Bill Nye the Science Guy: 
This one speaks for itself. 
Truthfully, I just want to 
be able to chant “Bill! Bill! 
Bill! Bill!” again and not be 
judged for it. 

Lizzie McGuire: This 
classic needs to be brought 
back to the big screen pron- 
to. I would even be satisfied 
with a few more movies. 

A sequel to their adven- 
ture in Rome? Perhaps in 
Paris or London? 

Hilary, it’s time to leave 
your baby with a sitter and 
jump back into the high 


~) 


school life with your BFFs 
Miranda and Gordo. Or 
maybe a college version, 
since the cast has passed 
acceptable high school 
age. Who wouldn't want to 
watch the regular drama 
unfold without mom, dad, 
and Matt there to stop the 
fun? 

7th Heaven: This show 
came a bit later on in my 
childhood but it was still a 
classic that deserves a spot 
on this list. Who wouldn’t 
love a show about a min- 
ister and his wife trying 
to juggle the upbringing 
of seven kids? The show 
presented endless hours 


of mindless  entertain- 
ment that I will be forever 
thankful for. 


Sailor Moon: I saved the 
best for last. 

This show shaped a gen- 
eration and had a lasting 
impact. Tuxedo Mask and 
the Sailor Moon crew will 
forever be beloved by our 
generation. 

Girls will forever dream 
of mysterious men in top 
hats and masks throwing 
razor sharp roses to save 
them in their greatest mo- 
ments of need. 

Watching the show 
now, Serena is a tad annoy- 
ing and a bit of a cry baby, 
but I’m willing to look past 
this because of the various 
other things the show has 
going for it. 


This list could go on for . 


pages and pages as I remi- 
nisce about my childhood, 
but I’ll cut myself off. 

With the return of at 
least two of my beloved 


childhood shows, we can. 


only hope the trend contin- 
ues until all of the classic 
shows of our youth grace 
the screens again. 


make everything end per- 
fectly. 

Heartburn, starring 
Jack Nicholson and Meryl 
Streep, is all about how 
Carl Bernstein (of the in- 
famous Woodward and 
Bernstein) cheated on 
Ephron. 

All of her romantic 
comedies involve failed 
relationships as well as the 


FEBRUARY 14, 2013 


Nora Ephron movies are timeless and perfect. Warm Bodies: A cute, 


fluffy. feel-good film 


FROM WARM BODIES, pace B3 
rhe supporting cast con- 
tributes no less to the film’s 
overall success. Ranging 
from funny to tragic, their 
individual stories add to 
this world that the audi- 
ence is introduced to and 
flesh out the details outside 
of R and Julie’s love story. 
The exact science of the 
cure is never explained — 
no one really knows how 
a zombie-human romance 
could lead to a cure for 
all zombies. This lose end 
made audiences wonder 
as they left the movie the- 
atre, and it was probably 
the weakest point in a very 
strong film. However, no 
one came to this movie for 


| the science, so it does not 


ones that fit seamlessly to- | 


gether. 

While many people 
may think that all of this 
is beyond cheesy, it’s not 
going to stop me from 
shutting myself in my 
apartment, eating a ri- 
diculous amount of food, 
watching every single 
Nora Ephron movie ever 
made, and then getting 
depressed that she won’t 
be around to continue 
to write scenes that are 
exactly what I want to 
watch. 

It'll be okay though, be- 
cause the movies she made 
will never get old. 
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1 ou £29 salad bar — prepared fresh throughout the day 


love 
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Our deli with dai 
and homemade salads, includin 
shrimp salad and egg salad 


Our jumbo lump crab cakes o 


detract too much from the 
viewing experience. 

Some people have com- 
pared Warm Bodies to Twi- 
light because both movies 
involve a dead creature 
falling in love with a hu- 
man. However, that is 
where the similarities end. 

Although Warm  Bod- 


ies starts out in a hopeless 


world, it does not stay that 
way, and the movie shows 
that hope can be found 
even when it does not seem 
like it. 

This film is quirky, fast- 
paced and makes the au- 
dience feel good, which is 
in direct opposition to the 
pervasive gloomy feel of 
the Twilight series. Another 
big difference is the main 
female lead. Julie is full of 
life and willing to fight for 
what she wants while Bella 
is passive and waits for 
things to happen to her. 

There are other differ- 
ences that make Warm Bod- 
ies stand out on its own, but 
no matter how one spins 
it these are two very dif- 
ferent movies despite their 
similar premises. 

Warm Bodies is a roman- 
tic comedy-action movie 
that is not to be missed. 
Although it is a very dif- 
ferent love story than what 
audiences usually see, it is 
no less endearing, and it 
will leave you smiling and 
understanding how love 
could cure zombies. 


COURTESY OF WWWSCREENCRUSH.COM 
This film entertains the idea of zombies who aren't simply evil. 
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The collective music culture is dying out, it’s time to branch out 


he 


other day, 

I was having 

a drink with 

a friend when 

I mentioned 
something about The 


Smiths/ Morrissey, 

My triend nodded at the 
mention, paused for a sec- 
ond, and then asked me, 
“What is The Smiths/Mor- 
rissey “eae 
Now, this is a relatively 
“with it,” 
culturally 


aware in- 
dividual 
— a music 
student, no 
less, who 
studies at 
a conser- 
vatory — 
from the 


American 
Northeast 
(I mention 
his geographical origin 
only asa point of context 
and not as a dig on other 
parts of the country; I 
myself am only almost 
entirely from the Ameri- 
can Northeast). And yet, 
he had no idea who The 
Smiths were. This caused 
me to wonder, to borrow 
a phrase: is it really so 
strange? : 


Granted, The Smiths 


On Deck With 


Were never the most pop- 
ular band on the planet, 
but this incident did re- 
call to memory the time 
that another friend blank- 
facedly asked me who 
“this Keith Richards per- 
son” was. 

We all have doubtlessly 
seen our fair share of soul- 
crushing screenshots from 
[witter users asking, ty- 
pos aplenty, who the heck 

= Paul Mc- 
Bihl Cartney 
(lovingly 
referred 
to as “this 
old guy”) 
is. 

Are we 
past the 
era where 
there’s a 
“can- 
on” ot 
artists, 
groups, musicians, what- 


set 


ever, that one is reason- 
ably expected to be versed 
in? 

And, if who's to 
blame for this? Globaliza- 
tion? The Internet? The 
death of radio? Maybe even 
... Our parents? 

Here’s what I figure: 
with the advent of the In- 
formation Age came an ab- 
solute barrage of choices. 


SO, 
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We could choose 
whether to buy a whole 
album or just one track (or 
whether to “buy” it at all, 
as the case seems to have 
been), whether to listen to 
AM/FM radio in the car 
or to listen to satellite ra- 
dio or to just listen to our 
own iPods, our own mu- 
sic libraries in a tape loop 
(“What's a_ tape 
asks everyone reading this 
born after 1992). 

With all these choices, 
| think it’s increasingly 
clear that most of us chose 
to pretty much stay with- 
in Our Own musical com- 


loop?,” 


fort zones — the indie got 
the 
got mainstream-er and so 
on. 
With 


pealing 


indi-er, mainstream 


Sirius/XM’s_ ap- 
method of re- 
stricting entire stations to 
one genre, our generation 
grew up never having to 
“accidentally” listen to a 
country (and, God 
forbid, “accidentally” like 
it). 

If you wanted hip-hop 
and nothing else, you got 
it. If you wanted acoustic 
sets from pop-folk artists, 
there was a station for 
that. 

Hell, if your mood hap- 
pened to coincide with an 


song 


David Bowie's comeback is finally here 


e’s been 

a hippie, 

an alien, a 

duke, a pop 

star and 

most recently, a recluse. 

Now, at the start of his 66th 

year, David Bowie is mak- 
ing a comeback. 

On January 8, his birth- 

day, he premiered a new 

song called “Where Are We 


Now?” 


comfort in the non-con- 
formist decree that fitting 
in didn’t matter. 

Next to the driving rock 
‘n’ roll beat, that’s what I 
love about Bowie’s music. 
His characters aren’t much 
like me, but they all seem 
to share a kind of fringe 
sensibility, that which 
comes from feeling out of 
place. 

Bowie 


it’s the ' 7 e revels in 
1 cemsteAlexa Kwiatkoski we: :<- 
of his up- “Rebel, 
coming The Culture Rebel,” 
album, he sings, 


The Next Day, set to be re- 
leased on March 12. 

After years of near si- 
lence, Bowie’s reentrance 
into the spotlight has been 
both surprising and excit- 
ing. For fans like me, it’s 
exhilarating to just have 
his creative energy circu- 
lating in the atmosphere 
again. David Bowie, in 
his various incarnations, 
means so much to so many 
people. 

Bowie is known for his 
diverse musical styles and 
personae. Androgynous 
alien, Ziggy Stardust, is 
perhaps the most iconic. 
There’s also the suave but 
jittery Thin White Duke 


and a handful of other ° 


characters. 

But actually, before I get 
into all that, I should prob- 
ably mention that at one 
point David Bowie terri- 
fied me. 

When I was younger, 
my dad would play the 
Best of Bowie CD in his car 
pretty often, and since it’s 
unequivocally wonderful, 
I liked it immediately. 

But then I saw a pic- 
ture of the man himself 
— probably circa. 1973, 
during his Ziggy Stardust 
period. 

The whole thing was 
way outside of my com- 
fort zone. I couldn't under- 
stand, and was therefore 
rather afraid of, this mys- 
terious creature who liked 
to pretend he was from an- 
other planet. 

I’m not sure exact 
ly when my _ attitude 
changed (I think it might 

have had something to do 
with “Suffragette City” 
appearing in a Gilmore 
Girls episode,) but I know 
I was a fan by the time I 
Wags at yeahs a9, 

At this point, I recog- 


nized the appeal of Bowie's 


freakishness. | remember 
listening to “Rebel Rebel” 
in the morning on my way 


to high school. Although I 


was neither a tomboy nor a 
transvestite like the subject 


~ of the song, I still found 


=* ote “ 


“They put you down, they 
say I’m wrong / you tacky 
thing, you put them on.” 
This culminates in the 
kicker, “Rebel, Rebel, how 
could they know? / Hot 
tramp, I love you so!” 

The song is great be- 
cause it celebrates beauty 
in “dirty” places. This 
“you” is an object of so- 
ciety’s disgust, but at the 
same time, he or she is 
adored by a wilder (yet in 
many ways more sensitive) 
crowd. 

Besides “Rebel, Rebel,” 
another favorite of mine is 
“Suffragette City.” 

I've listened to this song 
over and over, but I still 
can't figure out what the 
hell Bowie is talking about. 
The Internet offers various 
interpretations: it could 
refer to heroin, a wild, lib- 
erated woman or even A 
Clockwork Orange. If I had to 
guess, I'd say “Suffragette 
City” is about abandoning 
one obsession (drugs, love, 
or whatever the case may 
be) in favor of something 
even more exciting. 

Either way, I can’t get 
enough of every indeci- 
pherable word, especially 
when Bowie yells, “Wham 
bam thank ya ma‘am!” 

But my favorite album 
is probably 1971’s Hunky 
Dory, which predates the 
overwhelming Ziggy Star- 
dust persona. 

Instead, the image of 
Bowie posing on the cover 
is said to be modeled after 
Marlene Dietrich. It also 
has a sort of Renaissance 
feel. (As always, Bowie is 
full of references.) 

Hunky Dory has a gen- 
tler kind of sound, while 
still showcasing Bowie's 
unmistakable strangeness. 
It contains odes to Andy 
Warhol and Bob Dylan as 
well as a beautiful hymn 
dedicated to Bowie’s new- 
born son, Zowie. 

This song, “Kooks,” is a 


heartwarming celebration 


of unconventional family 
life. 
While I’m sure growing 


he 


up in the Bowie household 
was no picnic, “Kooks” ac- 
tually makes it sound won- 
derful. 

“Life on Mars?” also 
comes from Hunky Dory. 
I remember playing this 
song on repeat while 
studying for my Guided 
Tour of the Planets exam. I 
think it helped. 

Bowie loves to 
about space. 

Images 


sing 


of stars 


famous character, Ziggy 
Stardust, is an out-of-this- 
world rock star backed by 
an extraterrestrial band 


called the Spiders from | 
| ers, no Milton Berle show, 


Mars. 
This astronomy fascina- 


tion seems to evoke several | 


ideas for Bowie. 


First, it’s an appreciation | 


for ‘astral,’ otherworldly 


beauty (see “The Prettiest | 
| isn’t today’s Elvis, the cur- 


Star”). 


Then in the sense of | 


“Space Oddity,” it suggests 
a kind of modern discon- 
nect from reality. Finally, 
in songs like “Starman” 
and “Life on Mars?” it indi- 
cates possibility and prog- 
ress. Space and creatures 
from other planets are an 
incentive to open your 
mind. They also represent 
a respite from the mun- 
dane clichés of ordinary 
existence. 

Bowie describes life on 
earth as “a god-awful small 
affair / to the girl with the 
mousy hair.” 

The subject of the song 
“Life on Mars?” tries to 
lose herself in the fan- 
tasy world of movies, 
but they’re all too -hack- 
neyed to really take her 
anywhere. So she seeks 
further distance from 
her dreary day by asking 
herself, “Is there life on 
Mars?” 

Bowie’s mousy-haired 
girl wonders if there’s more 
out there. 

She dreams of a better 
kind of escapism, but at 
the same time searches for 
something that really mat- 
ters. 

In a way, “Life on 
Mars?” exemplifies why 
Bowie matters: he gives us 
fantastic surrealism weld- 
ed to the basic human ex- 


_ perience, 


As I've neglected to 
mention any songs re- 
leased after 1974, it’s obvi- 
ous that I’m fan of early 
David Bowie. 

But despite my preju- 
dices, I think the man is al- 
ways a genius (and maybe 
even a helpful alien), so I’m 
definitely going to give his 
new album, The Next Day, 
a try. 


upcoming release promo- 
tion, you could even lis- 
ten to “Coldplay Radio” 
or “The Killers Radio” on 
satellite and never hear a 
song by any other artist so 
long as you stayed on that 
frequency. 

And don’t even get me 
started on Pandora. Talk 
about “Please, Please, 
Please, Let Me Get What | 
Want.” 

So, technology triumphs 
and everybody’s happy lis- 
tening to what they like. 
Right? 

Well, not exactly, or else 
I wouldn’t be writing this 


| column. Something is lost 
| by the increasing separa- 


tion of people into generic 
groups — something cul- 
tural. 

It used to be that, as 
much as individuals had 
their own musical prefer- 
ences, there was some- 


| thing of a shared collective 


and | 
aliens are sprinkled all | 
over his music. His most | 


consciousness. 

Think about Elvis, for 
instance. 

Imagine an America 
in which the only people 
who were listening to Elvis 
1968, or were even aware of 
him, were hardcore rock ‘n’ 
roll enthusiasts who lived 
within 25.miles of Mem- 
phis. 

No screaming teenag- 


just a guy playing guitar 
for an audience full of oth- 
er guys who played gui- 
tars. 

‘Now, while I hope to 
God that Justin Bieber 


rent situation is that if you 
don’t want to listen to Jus- 


Aid 


. 


abs 


‘ SV \ , \ w\ . 
~ WN BWANA 
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COURTESY OF WWW.BEEMBEE.COM 
Elvis Presley was a singer that not only everyone knew in his day, but people still know of nowadays. 


tin Bieber, you don’t have 
to. 

Don’t get me wrong — 
that’s great. I thank my 
lucky stars every day that 
[ don’t have to listen to Jus- 
tin Bieber. 

But when you hear 
George H.W. Bush an- 
nouncing that he “doesn’t 
follow The Biebs,” it sorta 
makes you think. You can 
bet your blue suede shoes 
that LB] “followed” Elvis. 
Hell, he probably had a 
NASA program devoted to 
harnessing all that sexual 
energy to defeat the com- 
mies (“Shake, Rattle, & Roll 
to Victory!”). 

So, how do we combat 
this? 

Surely I don’t expect 
anybody to delete their 
Spotify accounts or take a 
magnet to their iPods. That 
would be insane. 

The thing about technol- 
ogy is that there’s no way to 
undo what's already been 
done, and what's more, [| 
think we can all agree that 
we wouldn’t want to. 

But the only thing to do, 
so far as I can tell, is allow 
yourself to branch out. 

Talk to your friends who 
roll their eyes at Neutral 
Milk Hotel and ask them 
what they’re jamming to 
instead. 

Get in a conversation 
about a scene you know 


nothing about. Surprise 
yourself. 
Seriously, how many 


of you thought you would 
like a band called Old 
Crow Medicine Show be- 
fore you mysteriously 
found yourself singing 


t 


“Wagon Wheel” at the top 
of your lungs at the bar in 
the middle of the night? 

Count how many dif- 
ferent genres are in your 
iTunes library. 

I'm as guilty of this as 
anyone else, which is why 
I feel comfortable offering 
advice on the topic. 

Even if you're ignorant 
about hip hop or terrified 
of soul music (God save 
you), I’m willing to bet 
you know someone who 
isn’t. Sure, they might call 
you a poseur and tell you 
to f**k off, but maybe they 
won't. 

Maybe they’Il introduce 
you to the millennium’s 
answer to The Smiths or 
Joni Mitchell or Johnny 
Cash and change your life. 
Or, maybe they’II patiently, 
earnestly introduce you to 
something and you'll hate 
it. 

That’s okay too. 

If you were looking 
for hip-hop and then you 
found hip-hop, and heaven 
knows you're miserable 
now ... well, that’s all part 
of the process. 

But in any case, let’s do 
it. 

Let’s create the collec- 
tive cultural conscious- 
ness of our generation. 
Let’s create a canon. Let’s 
share something, even if 
it’s not what the Grammys 
thinks we should be shar- 
ing, even if we don’t all 
like all of it. 

Let’s give the history 
books something to say 
about this  generation’s 
music, other than that we 
stopped paying for it. 


Your Ticket to fa 


English Teaching Program in 
Shenzhen, China 


Spend a year in Shenzhen teaching English and 


learning Mandarin Chinese. This well-established, 


government-sponsored program is now in its 15th year. 


August training in China to earn the TEFL in China 
certificate. Housing and tours are included. 

Free housing at a Shenzhen public school where you will 
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Chinese classes in Shenzhen, a Mandarin-speaking 
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Airline tickets reimbursed 


Prior study of Chinese not required, Must be a native 


speaker of English with college degree (by July 2013). 
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Snake venom used in medicine development 


By MARU JAIME 
GARZA 
For The News-Letter 


The snake — the very 
creature considered a devil 
by some religions, feared as 
a resurrecting deity by an- 
cient Egyptians anda cause 
for panic throughout the 
world — might just have a 
shot at public redemption. 

Here in Maryland, only 
two to six people a year are 
bitten by snakes, and these 
bites rarely result in death. 
However, the thought of 
what a snake's deadly tox- 
ins can do in minutes still 
sends chills down our 
spines. But what if we were 
told that snakes held the 
cure to heart disease, high 
blood pressure, multiple 
sclerosis or even cancer? 

Snake venom varies 
in each of the 3,150 regis- 
tered snake species world- 
wide. Within these types 
of venom, even more toxic 
proteins, peptides and 
molecules exist. The most 
potent of these toxins be- 
longs to a group of around 
600 species whose venom 
is known to be danger- 
ous to humans. However, 
smaller traces of venom are 
also present in the wider 
group of 3,000 or so species 
of snakes. These lesser- 
known toxins have their 
own unique and valuable 
biochemical properties. 

In general, venom tar- 
gets two major body func- 
tions: the neuromuscular 
and cardiovascular systems, 
although many variations 
and exceptions exists. Since 
these systems are often im- 
plicated in many human 
diseases and conditions, 
venom makes an ideal drug 
template for human exploi- 
tation. 

Already, different animal 
venoms have taken part in 
at least 10 different medica- 
tions, a number that is cer- 
tain to grow as research and 
clinical trials continue. 

“An estimated 20 million 
toxins in well more than 
100,000 venomous animal 
species exist in nature,” 


Zoltan Takacs, pharma- 
cologist and founder of the 
World Toxin Bank, said. 
“Science has only stud- 
ied about 1,000 toxins in 
depth, yet we have major 
life-saving, best-selling, 
and first-in-a-class pioneer 


covery. 

Takacs founded the 
World Toxin Bank project 
in an effort to single out the 
best of toxins for medicinal 
development. The toxin li- 
braries offer the opportu- 
nity to isolate those toxin 


medications candi- 
Originating dates 
from toxins. Itis An estimated 20 that 
a goldmine for “11° aan? have 
aticine” million toxins and , , , 
After earning well more than most 
a Ph.D. from Co- desir-. 
lumbia in evolu: 100,000 venomous able ef 
tionary studies : ls ok es ee fect on 
je See re anima species eX- p ee 
resistance, and jst in nature. maceu- 
serving on the tical 
University of ZOLTAN TAKACS targets. 
Chicago faculty, “We 
Takacs is tak are ex- 
ing the toxin-tweaking to panding on our Designer 
a different level. He now Toxins technology — a 


travels the world in search 
of snakes and other venom- 
ous creatures, collecting 
their tissues for toxin RNA 
and DNA, and assembling 
toxin libraries for drug dis- 


constantly growing library 
of natural animal toxins 
and their combinatorial 
variants that are screened 
against a target of inter- 
est.” Takacs” said. “The 


” 


beauty of this is that vari- 
ants in the library are bi- 
ased toward the target to 
start with, and can handle 
thousand to millions of 
toxin variants at once.” 

From these findings, it 
has become easier to search 
for the particular chemi- 
cals needed for a specific 
reaction. 

Toxins in snakes have 
been around since before 


they became apparent in | | 


potent venoms. 

They used to fulfill oth- 
er, non-toxic physiological 
functions. In fact, snakes’ 
ability to revert their toxins 
back into harmless mol- 
ecules is one of the empow- | 
ering characteristics useful 
in the treatment of diseases 
like cancer. 

Integrin antagonists 
like contortrostatin, which 
can block a bond between 
cells and tissue, are found 
in some snake venom and 
can revert one of cancer’s 
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There are approximately 20 million different toxins- some of which may be useful in developing medicines. | rector of hand and upper 


COURTESY OF JOHNS HOPKINS MEDICINE 
Hopkins surgeons succeed in accomplishing rare, double arm transplant. 


By MARTIN KANG 


| For The News-Letter 


The operation was a 


| very rare, complex one per- 


formed by sixteen Hopkins 


| surgeons over a span of 
| | thirteen hours, four times 


longer than a typical coro- 


| nary bypass surgery. On 


December 18, 2012 veteran 
Brendan Marrocco, who 
lost all four limbs while 
serving in Iraq, received a 
double arm transplant sur- 
gery at the Hopkins Hospi- 
tal. 

Preparations for the sur- 
gery began a year and a 
half before it even reached 


| the operating room. To en- 
| sure its success, which in- 


volved connecting bones, 
muscles, nerves and blood 
vessels of the arms to the 
donated limbs, the surgi- 
cal team underwent many 
rehearsals of the procedure 
on cadavers. 

“We had to plan an op- 
eration tailor made for [the 
patient’s] anatomy,” said 
Jaimie Shores, clinical di- 


Two-arm transplant 
achieved at Hopkins 


extremity transplantation 
at Johns Hopkins Hospi- 
tal. For instance, the sur- 
gical team had to shorten 
parts of the arm to ensure 
that both arms would be 
equal in length after the 
transpant. Body part trans- 
plants, whether it involves 
organs or limbs, run the 
risk of rejection, in which 
the patient’s immune sys- 
tem reacts adversely to the 
newly introduced body 
parts. Typically, three dif- 
ferent medications are re- 
quired to suppress any im- 
mune response that may 
endanger the transplant. 
This poses an ethical ques- 
tion for the surgeons in the 
case of a limb transplant. 

“Tf I told you that I need 
to put you on three medi- 
cations that have potential 
to be pretty toxic to your 
body and could potentially 
shorten your lifespan, but, 
without these three medi- 
cations, you're not going to 
survive because you need 
a heart transplant, you 
would say, give me the 

SeE TRANSPLANT, Pace B8 


N.EL and 


head tury research 


By TONY WU 
Staff Writer 

Football injuries can 
sometimes seem like 


they’re just part of the 
game, but research has 
shown that repeated hits to 
the head can have severely 
adverse effects. With great 
concern for the toll of head 
injuries, the National Foot- 
ball League (NFL) has 
joined with General Elec- 
tric (G.E.) to help develop 
technologies that detect 
concussions. 

In October, Roger 
Goodell, commissioner 


of the N.EL., and General 
Electric CEO Jeffrey Im- 
melt, formed a partnership. 
The collaboration stems 
from Goodell’s desire to 
get companies to join the 


contributions from both 


G.E fund 


N.EL. in making these 
aforementioned technolo- 
gies a priority. 

The main objectives 
of the research are three- 
fold. One aspect will focus 
on how to classify players 
based on their predisposi- 
tion to head injuries. An- 
other aspect will inves- 
tigate different types of 
brain trauma suffered by 
the players. And finally, 
the third focus will be on 
the development of better 
equipment to manage the 
head injuries suffered dur- 
ing game play. The initia- 
tive, funded by $50 million 


organizations, will com- 
mence in March. . 
This partnership is sur- 
prising since the N.F.L. has 
Ser HEAD INJURY, PAGE B9 
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Football head injuries may cause cognitive impairment in the future. 


Environmental changes pressure viruses 


By EVA PEKLE 
Staff Writer 


We have all noticed that 
the temperature has been 
sporadically changing; 
one day it’s hot enough to 
put on our shorts, and the 
next, we would be freezing 
without our winter jackets. 
The random fluctuation in 
temperatures could turn 
out to have a larger impact 
than we thought. Recent 
studies showed that even 
viruses, which typically 
adapt more easily than 
mammals, failed to adapt 
when exposed to a random 
pattern of temperatures. 

When one thinks of evo- 
lution, Darwin and the “sur- 
vival of the fittest” may come 
to mind. In other words, a 
change in the environment 
forces populations to adapt. 
Species may undergo what is 
known as fitness trade-off, a 
phenomenon during which 
species evolve certain traits 
that are specifically advan- 
tageous in certain environ- 
ments. For example, a moose 
can grow larger, which 
would effectively increase 
their strength to fight against 
others for territory, even 
though it can slow them 
down significantly. 

If populations were 
subject to frequent en- 
vironmental change, we 
can assume that these 
populations will continue 
to undergo rapid fitness 
tradeoff, increasing their 
likelihood to survive in 
specific conditions. How- 
ever, when trade-off rates 
are high, a problem arises: 
the —_ population-favored 
genotype may not be able 


to be fixed be- 
fore a new 
turnover oc- 
curs again, 
leading to dev- 
astating —situ- 
ation for the 
species when 
the — environ- 
ment changes 
again. Thus, 
climate trends 
in the follow- 
ing years, along 
with random 
changes in tem-. 
peratures and 
moisture, may 
cause certain 
organisms to 
eventually go 
extinct. 

Barry Alto, 
assistant pro- 
fessor of ar- 
borvirology 
at University of Florida, 
along with colleagues at 
Yale University, published 
a study in Evolution, that 
suggests organisms that 
have a long life and low ge- 
netic variation, like chee-~ 
tahs or polar bears, may 
fail to cope with unprec- 
edented = environmental 
conditions. 

Alto and his team want- 
ed to see how the tempera- 
ture changes would affect 
organisms. 

“Most organisms are 
poikilotherms and cannot 
self-regulate their temper- 
ature. So, these organisms 
may be especially vulner- 
able to changes in environ- 
mental temperature,” Alto 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

They used the RNA ve- 
sicular stomatitis virus to 


COURTESY OF WWWNIGMSNIH.GOV 
Researchers found that viruses are unable to adapt to rapidly changing environments. 


carry their experiments. 
“(It is] a model RNA 
virus used by many re- 
searchers to study evolu- 
tionary processes,” Alto 
explained. It also has other 
advantages such as having 


_a simple genetic blueprint 


and, multiplying rapidly 
—in fact, a typical lab flask 
could culture millions or 
even billions of viruses. It 
can also be frozen indefi- 
nitely for archiving. 

Alto described his ex- 
periment in the following 


Way: 
“We investigated the 
role of environmental 


temperature on the evolu- 
tion of an RNA virus. We 
evolved populations of 
vesicular stomatitis virus 
for approximately 100 gen- 
erations in different tem- 
perature regimes: constant 


high, constant low, deter- 
ministically changing, ran- 
domly changing.” 

One colony of virus was 
exposed to a constant tem- 
perature of 98.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The second 
one was kept at a constant- 
ly low temperature of 84.2 
degrees Fahrenheit. The 
third group was exposed 
to temperature that would 
be changing from high to 
low in a predictable pat- 
tern. Finally, the last batch 
of virus was exposed to 
temperatures varying from 
high to low in a random 
pattern. nt rf 

“To carefully control 
the populatio® sizes, it re- 
quired transferring a sub- 
sample to a new host en- 
vironment every 24 hours. 
Because the process of 

See EVOLUTION, Pace B8 
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Further health benefits of exercise explained Virus dies in rapidly 
changing conditions 


By BARBARA HOLT 
For The.N wus- Letter 


As if you weren’t beating 
yourself up enough already 
for taking that fourth “off 
day” of the week, now the 
stakes for athletic discipline 
have risen even higher as 
scientists have finally ex- 
plained exactly why work- 
ing out regularly will ben- 
efit your mind and body, 
aside from the killer abs. 

On Jan. 26, a paper 
published in Nature by re- 
searchers at University of 
Texas Southwestern Med- 
ical Center detailed their 
study’s findings on the 
induced effects brought 
on by exercise. Data was 
collected from two strains 
of mice, one strain geneti- 
cally engineered to be in- 
capable of stimulation 
through physical activity 
or stress and the other 
strain left genetically un- 
modified. Using a green 
fluorescent protein (GFP) 
to tag and track the move- 
ment of units of cellular 
machinery known as au- 
tophagosomes’ through- 
out the mouse cells, the 
researchers were able to 
monitor the progress of 
a process taking place in 
the cells known as au- 
tophagy. 

Autophagy is essential- 

ly the “clean-up” mecha- 
nism of a living cell. Spe- 
cialized cellular machines 
called lysosomes eat and 
digest the waste products 
and cellular debris within 
a cell, recycling them into 
useable components. Au- 
tophagy not only disposes 
of harmful pathogens, 
.protecting an organism 
from malevolent bacteria 
and diseases, but the lyso- 
somal machinery, known 
as autophagosomes, also 
provides the essential re- 
cycled materials necessary 
for a cell to survive and 
thrive: 

When the rodents with 


COURTESY OF MICHAEL YAMAKAWA | 


a 


Scientists have further explained the link between health and exercise by looking at BCL2-beclin-I complexes. 


unmutated DNA were put 
to work on a mouse-sized 
treadmill, the number 
of autophagosomes pro- 
duced in the skeletal and 
cardiac muscle, as well as 
other organs, began to in- 
crease after 30 minutes of 
the vigorous exercise and 
reached a plateau after 
80 minutes of continuous 
running. 

The mutated mice, how- 


ever, lacked an increase in + 


autophagosomes during 
their workout, even af- 
ter 80 minutes of running 
on the treadmill. These 
mice were genetically en- 
gineered with deformed 
BCL2-beclin-I_ complexes, 
anti-autophagy _ proteins 
which work as an “off 
switch” for the autophagy 
process. When the BCL2 
complex, which is crucial 
to inducing autophagy, 
was disabled by scientists, 


the- induced autophagy’ 


process was _ essentially 


set in a permanent “off” 
position. This meant that 
even with the mice engag- 
ing in vigorous exercise for 
extended periods of time, 
the increase in autophago- 
somes in the cell, and thus, 
the increase in cell self- 
cleaning autophagy of the 
cell, was almost completely 


negligible. 
Aging effects occur as 
the normal autophagy 


process begins to fail over 
time and cell damage be- 
gins to accumulate. To 
better explain the mecha- 
nisms of exercise’s bodily 
benefits, the scientists of 
University of Texas South- 
western theorized that 
the autophagy process 
was extending the life 
of the mice by recycling 
old and worn-out mito- 
chondrion. Mitochondria 
are the energy-producing 
“power plants” within a 


cell that:ssometimes: mis- - 


takenly release harmful 
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free radicals that damage 


the integrity of the cell. | 


With an amplified au- 
tophagy process to ensure 
these mitochondria are 
being disposed of and are 
prevented from continu- 
ing to release free radicals 
into the cell, the aging 
process can be somewhat 
slowed. 

Previous studies have 


shown that the stress of | 


near-starvation increases 
the efficiency and efficacy 


of autophagy and mito- | 


chondria’s energy produc- 
tion, extending an organ- 
ism’s lifespan. However, 
for those of us who prefer 
to live a prolonged life of 
fitness (with killer abs), 
rather than of starvation, 
perhaps we can forgo the 
no-food diet and sweat it 
out on the treadmill with 
satisfaction, keeping in 
mind exactly why our bod- 
ies will benefit more. that 
Way. 
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Viruses cannot undergo fitness trade off when changes are too rapid. 


EVOLUTION, From B7 
doing the transfer took sev- 
eral hours, it was necessary 
for me to come into the lab- 
oratory at all hours day and 
night in order to perform 
the passage of viruses to 
the new host environment. 
| Doing this for approxi- 
| mately one month gets old 
really fast,” Alto confessed. 
The scientists then 
| compared the fitness of 
| those new generations of 

virus to the fitness of the 

Original ancestral form. 

They found that the vi- 

ruses that were exposed 

to the variable but pre- 
| dictable temperature pat- 
| tern were the most fit: the 
| viruses exposed to con- 
stant high and constant 
low temperatures weren’t 
| as robust, but survived 
adversities to a greater 


extent than the viruses 
that were exposed to ran- 
dom temperatures, 

The latter was not able to 
adapt to the unpredictably 
changing environment. 
This finding was a surprise 
to the researchers. 

“To our surprise, we did 
not observed strong effects 
of fitness trade-offs,” Alto 
said, 

The fact that even vi- 
ruses, which are some of 
the most adaptable or- 
ganisms, had a hard time 
adapting to the chang- 
ing environment should 
alarm us to some extent; 
there is very little hope 
for animals that are long- 
lived and that have few 
mutations to be able to 
cope with the future envi- 
ronmental conditions that 
may arise randomly. 


Benefits of snake poison explored 


VENOM, From B7 
invasive mechanisms to 
stop cells form migrating. 
Thus, metastasis, one of 
the major complications of 
cancer, is prevented. 

Takacs envisioned the 
most important direction 
the work would take with 
unlimited funding. 

“(We would] protect 
the world’s habitats and 
species, while making 
all toxins available for 
research, drug discov- 
ery and bioengineering. 
These are some of the 
coolest and most valu- 
able molecules that na- 
ture produced, and if 
were not acting in time 
we may loose the wisdom 
they hold.” 

Unfortunately, the 
negative image snakes 
currently hold has hin- 
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The World Toxin Bank aims to find more beneficial toxins in animals. 


dered the possibilities of 
conservation. With snake 
species becoming endan- 
gered by the day, poten-| 
tial drugs will propor- 
tionally begin dissipating 
as well. If public redemp- 


tion became a_possibil- 
ity through education, 
snakes might just live to 
partake in medical break- 
throughs addressing the 
world’s greatest health 
obstacles. 


“Sith Tee GRA OIANEL FECAL To eee 
War veleran receives prosthetic arms 


TRANSPLANT, From B7 


three medications,” said 


Shores. “But if I tell you 
that I’m giving you all these 
medications for something 
that is not going to be life 
saving for you, I’m just go- 
ing to improve the qual- 
ity of your life — Now we 
have an ethical dilemma. 
We don't really know what 
adverse effects these medi- 
cations are going to have 
on somebody who was 
completely healthy before 
over the course of their 
lifetime.” 

Shores also noted that 
the standard trio of immu- 
nosuppression drugs, which 
includes a type of steroid, is 
associated with diabetes, 
opportunistic infections, tu- 
mors and cancers. The need 
for such drugs makes hand 
transplant a less desirable 
therapeutic option. For this 


_ reason, prosthetics, though. 


heavy and lacking in sensa- 
tion, remains the standard 


tne ‘ ; % er 


of care in the case of a limb 
amputation.. 

In response to this di- 
lemma, the. surgical team 
adopted a novel protocol 
to diminish the adverse 
immune response by in- 
jecting the donor’s bone 
marrow into 


cal tasks. To avoid the risk 
of post-surgery rejection, 
his immune system is cur- 
rently being modulated by 
this newer and less toxic 
immunosuppression pro- 
tocol. The success of the 
surgery opened doors for 
similar, fu- 


the patient's ture opera- 
body. This This is the tions. 

innovative en “We are 
procedure Holy Grail in truly in the 
reduced infancy of 
the number trans plant. {hand ee 
medications —JAIMIE SHORES plantation] 
requiregaus f right now,” 
from _ three Shores em- 


to. just. one, Oe)” 
thus hopefully reducing 
the damage 
with the chronic intake of 
these medications. _ 
Thankfully, | after 
months of meticulous 


planning and practice, 


the surgery was a success. 
With his new arms, Mar- 


racco was finally capable of 
performing simple physi- 


associated — 


¢ 


_ not the final step...The goal 


a ig phasized. ; 
“We feel like the protocol — 
_ we've developed is a good 


_first step, but it’s certainly 
of everybody in [transplant 
medicine] is to someday 
be able to do transplants 


without having to chroni-. 


cally ~medicate patients, 


This is the Holy Grail in — 


transplant.” 
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Valentines is often a day of romance and love. However, beware of the science 
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behind sexual tensions, smart chocolates and heartbreaks. 


Science behind heartbreak, sex and chocolate 


alentines Day 

gone wrong: 

Heartbreak 

sucks. The 

night your 
significant other shuts 
the door behind her, tote 
in hand, your feelings 
are tangled up in mo- 
ments of angst, disap- 
pointment and sadness 
as you wrestle around 
in your bed, praying for 
the day to be a dream. 
But it’s not. And the next 
day proves to be another 
blow to your heart, as you 
find her shopping non- 
chalantly at Char Mar 
with her friends. All this 
confusion and the messy 
mixture of emotions mask 
what's really going on in 
your body. 

You experience knots 
in your stomach from 
the image of her secretly 
walking with another 
man, migraines from re- 
living the long moments 
of staring at the shut door 
behind her and baggy 
eyes from subsequent, 
late-night weeping. It 
turns out that these phys- 
ical manifestations. of 
heartbreak aren’t some- 
thing you can just shrug 
off, as they’re evolution- 
ary traits passed down by 
our ancestors. 

It’s not to say that 
cavemen experienced the 
drama that teenagers like 
us are deeply involved in 
today. Instead of fighting 
with feelings, they prob- 
ably battled saber tooth ti- 
gers and mammoths. Dur- 
ing high stress situations 
like a break-up, the body’s 
nervous system under- 
goes what’s known as the 
“fight or flight” response; 
which is largely charac- 


terized by increased heart 
rate, pupil dilation, and 
the adrenaline rush you 
feel when you run into 
your ex in the dorm halls. 
Some other symptoms 
include cramping, consti- 
pation, diarrhea, nausea 
or vomiting, all of which 
have been experienced by 
recently heartbroken men 
and women. Yes, break- 


tractiveness, money and 
power. For example, a per- 
son’s level of attractive- 
ness can be overlooked for 
money, something all of 
us have watched on celeb- 
rity news. These qualities 
can also be traded in for 
the extent of commitment 
towards the other, as well 
as the progression of sex. 
In fact, the study reported 


ups can get that very 
a little mess- . attractive 
ier than you Michael females 
think. did not 
have sex 

More _ at- Yamakawa within the 
tractive, more ; first week 
sex?: A recent SciTech Talk of dating. 
publication Presum- 


by Notre Dame humor- 


ously titled, “Handsome 
Wants as Handsome 
Does,” tackled the ques- 


tion of whether being at- 
tractive rewards a person 
with more sexual part- 
ners. Certainly, a few 
simple observations on a 
college campus could lead 
one to believe that there 
is an existing connection. 
However, contrary to 
what many might believe, 
research has shown that 


attractive women tend to 
have fewer sexual part- 
ners than less attractive 
women. Men, on the other 
hand, have sex with more 
people if they are more 
attractive. Here’s another 
surprise: thinner women 
have reported fewer sexu- 
al partners. 

While the reasons be- 
hind this are still un- 
clear, the lead author of 
the study, Elizabeth Mc- 
Clintock, believes that 
mate matching’ involves 
consideration of 
implicit assets of each 
partner — including at- 
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& 


the. 
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ably, these women were 
able to exert control over 
the relationships through 
the use of their attractive- 
ness. 

While this study in- 
cluded more than 14,000 
individuals, it’s important 
to remember that love is 
not that predictable, and 
you can have some pleas- 
ant surprises coming your 
way in the future! 


Advice for future Nobel 
Laureates at Hopkins: If you 
think you might have a 
chance of winning the No- 
bel Prize, and are praying 
for that one inevitable fac- 
tor of luck that goes into 
the decision-making, you 
should stop wasting time 
and eat chocolate instead. 
Upon hearing this, you 
may give an incredulous 
expression and immedi- 
ately doubt the validity of 


this advice. However, Sci- 
entific American published 
a study in November that 


| initiative. 


reported a clear correla- | 


tion between a country’s 
chocolate consumption 
and the amount of Nobel 
Laureates itproduces. And 
for those who are still a lit- 
tle suspicious and are de- 
manding some evidence, 
there is indeed a scientific 
explanation for this. 

Of course, 
uisite for winning 


the 


prestigious prize is being | 


intelligent. 


late, like flavanols, affect 
cognitive function. This 
effectively brings choco- 
late into the equation, 


levels of different coun- 
tries and their respective 
number of laureates. In 
Switzerland, home of the 
famous Swiss chocolate, 
consumers eat almost 12 
kilograms of the sweet 


a prereq- | 


It turns out | 
that certain organic com- | 
pounds found in choco- | 


Bg 


Helmet technology 
studied and improved 


HEAD INJURY, From B7 
previously refused to ac- 
knowledge a relationship 
between football head in- 
juries and impaired cogni- 
tive function later in life for 
former players. The recent 
reversal in the N.F.L.’s posi- 
tion has been coupled with 
alterations in the rules and 
more frequent fines and 
penalties to players who 
hits others in the head. 

Despite the new, seem- 
ingly determined stance 
of the N.F.L. on head in- 
juries, some _ profession- 
als in the medical field 
cast doubts on the ef- 
fectiveness of such an 
Several doc- 
tors and other experts 
are distrustful about the 
league’s motives. They 
cite the league’s previous 
denials on brain damage 
caused by head trauma as 


| evidence that recent ac- 


tions are merely attempts 
at improving the league’s 
image. Some are even sus- 
picion of G.E.’s involve- 


| ment, claiming that it’s a 


per year, while people in | 


China eat less than one 
kilogram. Their number 
of laureates is around 32 
and zero, 
Similar observations are 
seen in the other 20 coun- 
tries that were studied. 
While this is not the 
best ingredient to prepare 
you for an organic chem- 
istry exam, it is certainly 
exciting to know that the 
chocolate you will be eat- 


ing on Valentines Day may | 


eventually win you a No- 
bel Prize. 


respectively. | 


profit-seeking venture. 
Despite criticism, of- 
ficials from the N.FL. 
stated late January that 
starting next season, neu- 
rological consultants will 
be present during games 
to determine whether 


| players are suffering head 


injuries. 
Goodell expressed his 


| optimism about the out- 
but what’s left is figur- | 
ing out the consumption | 


come of the partnership, 
while explaining how their 
initiative will differ from 
other studies. Most of the 


research will be based on 
the technologies and inno- 
vations that are already in 
existence. Rather than in- 
novation, the overall pur- 
pose of the project is to im- 
prove the techniques that 
are currently employed to 
treat head trauma, mini- 
mizing the permanent 
cognitive damage players 
suffer. 

Though the main fo- 
cus of the initiative is 
research, the plan also 
seeks to improve protec- 
tive equipment used by 
players to help minimize 
injury. This part of the 
plan hinges on participa- 
tion from other organiza- 
tions and individuals. The 
main contributions will 
be from inventors and en- 
trepreneurs who entered 
a competition hosted by 
G.E. With the promise of 
$20 million, G.E. hopes 
that new concepts for bet- 
ter equipment will flood 
the company. 

Even without the in- 
centive, companies will 
be competing for innova- 
tions. The World Health 
Organization stated that 
brain injury is a major 
factor in the deaths and 
disabilities of children 
in every country. An im- 
provement in this area of 
neurology could signifi- 
cantly diminish the de- 
bilitating effects of such 
trauma. There is sizable 
market for any company 
that is able to develop 
more sensitive and accu- 
rate devices. 


COURTESY OF ED YOURDON VIA FLICKR. 
The initiative will examine players’ predispositions to head injuries. 


New soltware reduces cost of genome analysis 


By SAMHITA ILANGO 
Staff Writer 


We all have different 
hair, different skin colors, 
and other very different 
features. Surprisingly, 
despite all the disparities 
that make us a unique in- 
dividual, the order of 99.9 
percent of our nucleotide 
bases are exactly the same. 
We've come to know this 
through a burgeoning field 
of research called genomic 
analysis. Recently, in fact, 
advanced software 
was recently designed by 
Knome Inc. that can ana- 
lyze data locally without 
the use of the Internet, 
while reducing the price of 
analysis to an even lower 
price than other contempo- 
rary methods. ‘ 

While genetic sequenc- 
ing has become a vital 
component to many fields 
of research, it also came 


| at an exorbitant cost in 


the past. Only a few years 
ago, the cost of map- 
ping a single person’s ge- 
nome was about $250,000, 
which included the cost 


| of labor, administration, 


sequencing instruments, 
equipment, data process- 
ing, submission of data 
to public database and li- 
brary time. Steve Jobs, for 
example, was one of only 
20 people in the world to 
have his gene sequenced. 
It cost him around 


| $100,000 to examine the 


| genetic factors behind his 


diagnosed cancer. 


However, in the past . 


genome 


few years, the cost of se- 
quencing or mapping one 
person’s genome has rap- 
idly plummeted to a more 
affordable cost of $6,000. It 
is predicted to continue de- 
clining. 

A new factor contribut- 
ing to the decline of the 
price is a new software de- 
signed by Knome Inc. It was 
designed to interpret se- 
quences in a more accessible 
manner from within lab. 
Without the need for online 
sources for information, the 
software is able to find sig- 
nificant genetic markers lo- 
cally, and at a fast pace. 

Knome is a human- 
interpretation 
company. It launched in 
2007 and focuses mainly 
on helping clients inter- 
pret whole human ge- 
nomes. Their new hard- 
ware is roughly the size 
of a file cabinet and will 
be shipped out in upcom- 


ing months to eaters 
studying the genetic basis 
for rare diseases and drug 
response. Knome has also 
produced a _ state-of-the- 
art software program 
for the machine called 
knoSYS™4100. It provides 
technical support and 
standard updates for the 
machine. 

The machine runs on 
an informatics engine 
that converts whole ge- 
nome sequence data into 
standardized, richly an- 
notated databases that 


_can quickly be compared 


to other sequences. The 
knoSYSO software has a 
widespread application 


for managing mapping © 


data through pipelines 
that compares samples, 
filters variants, runs gene 
panels, and, eventually, 
reports results. One of 
the main features allows 
users to run gene panels 
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through gene tests that 
can be executed at the 
ease of a button. 

This compact machine 
may not seem to have 
improved dramatically 
from it’s predecessors, 
but there is a catch. The 
user-friendly | machine 
is not only soundproof 
and lockable, but starts 
up with just a plug-in. In 
general, people can be 
identified by genetic data 
posted on the Internet. 
However, Knome’s ma- 
chine can offer extreme 
privacy as it has the abil- 
ity to discretely analyze 
data directly in an office. 
space. — 

In fact, Lee Watkins, Jr. 
from the Center for Inher- 
ited Disease Research at 
Hopkins is considering to 
purchase the machine. The 
privacy and control some- 
one has over the machinery 
is appealing. For this reason, 
more __research- 
ers like Watkins 
are considering 
investing _ their 
funds for this 
new _ technology. 
Some are plan- 
ning on using the 
Knome for its use 
in a clinical set- 
ting. As progres- 

sively more effi- 
cient and cheaper 
genomic — studies 
go unplugged, the 
study of genetic 
~ diseases and other 
genome _ studies 
to 


De knoSYS100 makes it possible for researchers to probe DNA sequences locally. flourish. 
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By NIKO KOTOULAS 


For The News-Letter 


This past weekend, 
the Hopkins men’s track 
& field team competed 
at the prestigious Buck- 
nell Classic. The Blue Jays 
faced off against some of 
the top Division III track 
teams in the region, along 
with several Division | 
schools. 

Despite going head to 
head with schools such 
as Lehigh and Bucknell, 
Hopkins _ still enjoyed 
great success throughout 
the competition. With 
two new school records, 
as well as a qualifying 
time for the United States 
Junior Nationals, head 
coach Bobby Van Allen 
was certainly pleased 
with some of the team’s 
individual performances. 

Freshman Schaffer 
Ochstein out of Dallas, 
Texas ran to a first place 
finish in the 5000m. The 
time of 14:56.70 made 
Ochstein the third run- 
ner in Hopkins history to 
break 15 minutes in the 
indoor event. The fresh- 
man record also allowed 
Ochstein to qualify for 
the United States Junior 
Nationals. 

Ochstein’s impressive 
performance will allow 
him to compete against 
some of the nation’s other 
top runners this sum- 
mer in Des Moines, Iowa. 
When asked about his 
personal achievements, 
Ochstein humbly referred 
to his team, parents and 
coaches for his success. 
“T am just so thankful to 
have such a good support 


M. Track co 


system that has allowed 
me to have great success 
this year. Our coaching 
staff really pushes us to 
achieve at the next level, 
and my teammates have 
always been there with 
me throughout the train- 
ing process.” 

Not to be outdone was 
teammate Andrew Carey 
who: put forth another 
notable performance 
on the track. The junior 
from Massachusetts had 
a strong showing in the 
800 meter run, finishing 
with a season-best time of 
1:55.87. 

The third place show- 
ing was the top time in 
the Centennial Confer- 
ence this year. Carey is 
now ranked 22nd among 
Division III athletes. Just 
behind Carey was team- 
mate Trevor Holmgren. 
The freshman, a Califor- 
nia native, finished in 
1:57.77. Third place for 
the Blue Jays was brought 
home by junior Steve Hy- 
land. The trio will contin- 
ue to push one another as 
the Conference Champi- 
onships approach in sev- 
eral weeks. 

Sprinter Colin 
O’Connor put forth a fast 
time in the 400 meter 
dash. Despite being only 
a freshman, O’Connor 
already finds himself 
second in the Hopkins’ 
record books. With a top 
time of 52:03 the budding 
star stands less than a 
half second away from the 
top spot. O’Connor also 
posted a time of 23.52 in 
the 200 meter dash. Once 
again the  fleet-footed 
freshman secured second 


mpetes against DI 


place on the Hopkins re- 
cord books. Continued 


efforts both on and off | 
the track will surely help | 
boost O'Connor to the top | 


spots. 

Leading the Blue Jays 
in the jumping events 
was Hopkins junior Alex 
Jebb. To start off the day 
Jebb built upon his re- 
cent success, securing a 
second place finish in the 
long jump. In the event 
he posted a season best of 
22'3.75”. Jebb’s high flying 
continued onto the triple 
jump, where he leaped an 
impressive 45'1.75”. The 
effort earned Jebb a hard 
fought third place finish. 

Leading the long dis- 
tance runners was Julian 
Saliani. The junior glided 
to a personal best time of 
4:21:27 in the mile run. 
The commendable perfor- 
mance places Saliani third 
on the Hopkins all-time 
performance list. Repre- 
senting the Blue Jays in 
the 3,000 meter was senior 
James Frick. Frick cruised 
to a time of 8:45.51, a per- 
sonal best for his career. 

Next week Hopkins 
returns to action on Fri- 
day at the Keogh Invita- 
tional in Haverford, PA. 
The competition should 
begin to give Hopkins a 
good idea of where they 
stand against conference 
opponents. Apart from 
Haverford, teams such as 
Dickinson and Swarth- 


more will be competing. | 


The meet will be the final 


tune-up before the Blue | 


Jays compete in the Cen- 
tennial Conference cham- 
pionships the following 
weekend. 


Personal record 


PURI UE EL spat lysnaes dey 


By ALEX PICANO 
For The News-Letter 


The Hopkins Women’s 
track team competed in the 
Navy Multi-Madness Meet 
and the Bucknell Winter 
Classic this past weekend. 
After breaking several re- 


cords at both meets, the 


Blue Jays have added great- 
er prestige to their already 
remarkable season. 

At the Navy Meet on 
Thursday, Hopkins placed 
second overall and third 
in the main event of the 
indoor pentathlon, which 
consists of 60 meter hur- 
dles, high jump, shot put, 
long jump and 800 meters. 

Senior Kristin Spera 
placed third in the pen- 
tathlon, setting a Hopkins 
record with 2,931 points. 
Spera’s high jump, long 
jump and 800 meter run 
were all personal records. 

“With this being senior 
year for many of us, we 
have been training very 
hard to reach those goals 
we've set for ourselves,” 
Spera said shorty after the 
performance. “We don’t 
want to have any regrets 
when we walk off that 
track for the last time so I 
think with that mentality 
we are performing to our 
potential and hitting the 
marks we've been striv- 
ing for. Breaking records 
is just icing on the cake.” 

Freshman Paige Marsh 
set the record for freshman 
marks in the pentathlon 
with 2,594 points. She set 
personal records in all five 
events. Spera and Marsh 
ranked first and third in 
the conference for the pen- 
tathlon, respectively. 

Junior Maggie Shelton 
won the 800 meter run in 
a come-from-behind vic- 
tory, finishing in 2:19.74. 
She beat out three Navy 


runners to finish first in 


the race. “ 
Freshman Megan Mc- 
Donald re-broke the Hop- 

kins freshman record in 


_ the 400 meter dash with a 


time of 59.40 seconds. This 


| accomplishment — moved 


her up t the third spot in 


ey Se 


finished “the mile ran th 


third place with a time of 
5:16.40, closely followed by 
sophomore Frances Loeb 
in seventh and freshman 
Caroline Powers in eighth 
in big field. 

Senior Josey Mintel ran 
a personal best of 10:41.21 
in the 3,000 meter run, fol- 
lowed by her teammates 
Gabbi Drummond, Maggie 
Hashmall, Stephanie Ca- 
bral and Jena Daya, all of 
whom ran the race in un- 
der 10:53. 

In the Bucknell Winter 
Classic on Saturday after- 
noon, Hopkins set records 
in both the 60 meter hur- 
dles and the triple jump. 

Senior Alexa Tzaferos 
beat the Hopkins record 
in the 60 meter hurdles. 
Finishing the race in 9.50 
seconds, Tzaferos — who 
tied the record with 9.53 
last weekend — finished 
eighth overall. 

When asked about her 
season, Tzaferos _ said, 
“We've been working so 
hard and pushing each 
other all season, and it was 
exciting to see everything 
finally come together. A 
lot of records have been 
broken already, but I think 
there are still big things 
to come. With conference 
championships and na- 
tionals around the corner, 
I think we're right where 
we need to be and I can- 


“not be more proud of this 


team.” 

Freshman Imoni Mc- 
Corvey also had a record 
setting day in the triple 
jump. She jumped 37'6.5”, 
beating her own Hopkins 
record of 37'1.25” that she 
set on December 9. Her 
mark ranks 11th in the na- 
tion among Division III 
athletes, and first among 
freshman. 


When asked about her 


jump, McCorvey said, “I'm 
really satisfied with my 
performance this week. It 
is great to have all the ef- 
fort that I put in during 


Practice pay off.” Rf 


| nior Annie Monagle 


also had a notable day in — 
ime indoor times for — 


Ss pace Hopkins 


ranks third in the nation 
among DIII competitors. 

Freshman Hannah One- 
da was first in the 5,000 
meter run, finishing with 
a time of 16:55.31. In the 
same race, junior Abby 
Flockfinished fifth and 
also set a personal record 
with a time of 18:12.17. 

Freshman Courtney 
Kelly placed fifth in the 
3,000 meter run and set a 
personal record time with 
10:20.22. 

When asked about 
how the team trains for 
these meets, Kelly told 
us, “Our team has been 
working really hard the 
past months, running 
long workouts with tough 
target times. As a team 
we have been able to push 
ourselves harder than 
we could have imagined, 
and it’s been paying off 
through all of the lifetime 
personal records we’ve 
been getting. I’m really 
excited for next week to 
hopefully drop even more 
time in the 3K and be able 
to help Hopkins win an- 
other conference title.” 

The team has high hopes 
for this weekend’s upcom- 
ing Keogh Invitational. 
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By JEFF SCHILL 
Staff Writer 

The Hopkins wom- 
en's fencing team — now 


en-route to their fourth 
straight title — dominated 
the Eastern Women’s Fenc- 
ing Conference Champion- 
ship this past weekend in 
Baltimore. The team man- 
aged to go unbeaten in six 
matches to claim the top 
spot and, in each match up, 
the Blue Jays blew away the 
competition. 

The Blue Jays first 
matched up against Ye- 
shiva. In round one, the 
Blue Jays shut out Yeshiva 
by a score of 27-0. In the 
foil, junior Jackie Heath 
and freshmen Rachel 
Viqueira each went 3-0 
to give the Jays an early 
lead. Sophomore Rachel 
Kalina, junior Katherine 
Simeon and_ freshman 
Isabella So led the Blue 
Jays to a 9-0 victory in 
the Sabre. Following suit, 
in the Epee, sophomore 
Gianna Puzzo, freshmen 
Katie Whitaker and Kelly 
Seeger led the squad to a 
9-0 victory. 

The Blue Jays carried 
the momentum gained by 
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the first round rout of Ye- 
shiva into their match up 
with Drew. The Jays nearly 
posted another shutout but 
settled with a command- 
ing 25-2 victory. The Blue 
Jays just lost two bouts in 
the Sabre in their path to 
victory. 

Next up on the Blue Jays 
list was Stevens. Although 
the Jays came out on top 
once again, this match was 
not an easy victory. The 
Blue Jays won both the Sa- 
bre and the Foil by a 6-3 
score, while Stevens took 
the Epee by a score of 6-3. 
The match ended with a 15- 
12 score and the Blue Jays 
moved to 3-0 on the day. 

The Blue Jays got back 
on their dominant path 
against Hunter. The Jays 
took down the Hawks by 
a score of 24-3. In a simi- 
lar fashion, the Jays took 
down Haverford by a score 
of 20-7, which marked the 
largest margin of victory 
in thirteen years. 

Following this match, 
the Blue Jays finished out 
the day against the City 
College of New York. The 


decisive 20-7 victory sealed: 


the fourth straight confer- 
ence championship for the 


__ FILEPHOTO 
The women’s fencing team rolled to another strong victory earning their fourth straight EWFC title. 


W. Fencing dices opponents, goes 6-() 


Blue Jays. The Blue Jays 
took the Sabre by a 7-2 
score with Kalina, Simeon 
and So each recording 
two victories. In the Foil, 
the Blue Jays did not lose 
a bout as Heath, Lau and 
Delamater led the Jays to 
a 9-0 win. Finally, in the 
Epee, the Blue Jays fell by 
a 5-4 score but this did not 
alter the overall outcome of 
the match. 

Kalina continued her 
great performances this 
past weekend and im- 
proved to 47-17 on the 
season and in the process 
nabbed her 100th career 
win, resulting in a 101- 27 
record in two seasons. She 
led the Blue Jays with a 17-0 
record in the Sabre on Sun- 
day. 

Heath also reached an 
important milestone, her 
200th victory, en route to a 
14-2 record on the day giv- 
ing her a career record of 
209-82. 

The Blue Jays 6-0 re- 
cord on the day enabled 
the squad to capture their 
fourth consecutive cham- 
pionship title. This great 
accomplishment will sure- 
ly propel the team forward 
in the coming events. 
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Men's Fencing team enjoys 6-3 weekend 


By JOHN PASEUR 
For The News-letter 


The men’s fencing team 
was on the road last week- 
end, traveling to Durham, 
North Carolina for the 
Duke Invitational on Feb. 
9 and returning to Home- 
wood for the MACFA 
Round Robin on Feb. 10. 
The squad went 6-3 overall 
for the weekend. 

The team started strong 
in North Carolina, beat- 
ing Wayne State 19-8 and 
sweeping all three weap- 
ons in the process. Fresh- 
man Josiah Yiu won all 
three of his bouts in the 
Sabre. Hopkins then lost 
a tough decision 17-10 
to second-ranked Notre 
Dame. Similar to Yiu, fel- 
low freshman John Pet- 
rie won all three of his 
bouts against the Fighting 
Irish. The team came back 
strong, edging out UNC 
15-12. Hopkins almost 
swept all three weapons, 
only losing the Sabre 5-4. 


es 


Petrie and fréshman Glenn 
Balbus combined for four 
wins in the Foil. Next up 
was the top-ranked team in 
the nation, Penn State. The 
Lions flexed their muscles, 
beating the Jays 22-5. Yiu 
was the only Blue Jay with 
two wins. To conclude the 
day, Hopkins faced tenth- 
ranked Duke, who lost 
to the Blue Jays only two 
weeks earlier. However the 
story would end different- 
ly this time, as Duke won 
a close one at 16-11. Yiu 
went 3-0 in his bouts and 
junior Jay DeYoung added 
two wins. Yiu led the way 
for the Blue Jays on the day, 
going 11-3. The team went 
2-3 at the end of the day. 
After a competitive ven- 
ture into Tar Heel country, 
the Jays returned to Home- 
wood to host the Round 


Robin phase of the MACFA - 


tournament. The Blue Jays 
swept all four matches on 
the day, improving their 
record to 17-8. Hopkins 
started the round robin 


against Rutgers, sweeping 
all three weapons en route 
to a convincing 24-3 win. A 
strong performance from 
the freshmen on the Epee 
team contributed greatly 
to the win, as Mark Zim- 
merman, Andy Huang, 
and Brent Schottenfeld led 
the way with a 9-0 result. 
Next was Drew University, 
who fell to the Blue Jays 
16-11. Senior, Nicolas Bar- 
bera won all three of his 
bouts in the Sabre to take 
the win. Hopkins then 
went on to beat Cornell 16- 
11. Yiu won two out of his 
three bouts in the Sabre 
and Foil. Freshman Mark 
Zimmerman once again 
charged ahead, winning 
all three of his bouts and 
clinching the win. Last on 
the docket was Lafayette, 
who the Blue Jays handily 
beat 24-3. Freshman Lance 
Shen-Kinney led the way 
in Sabre with a 3-0 round. 
Zimmerman carried the 
weight for the team going 
11-1 in the day. 


SPORTS SCOREBOARD 


Alex Vassila is the 
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By SYDNEY TENG 


Sports Editor 


Slicing his way through 
the competition, — fresh- 
man Josiah Yiu has electri- 
fied the collegiate fencing 
world with precision and 
energy. At the Duke Invi- 
tational this past weekend, 
Yiu won 11 of his 14 bouts, 
leading the Jays in overall 
wins and extending his de- 
but season record to 42-12. 
The News-Letter sat down 
with the freshman to ask 
him about his whirlwind 
season and aspirations for 
post-season playoffs. 


N-L: Walk me through 
this past Saturday at the 
Duke Invitational, in par- 
ticular your personal con- 
tribution to the close win 
over North Carolina. 

Josiah Yiu (JY): This 
past Saturday at the Duke 
invitational, started 
the day 


we 


Tut 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


JOSIAH YIU - MEN'S FENCING 


fencers. However, I'd say 
that the most important 
meet of the day was against 
North Carolina. I went 2-1 
individually, and our team 
came out with the overall 
victory by winning 15-12, 
which is incredibly close. 
In meets like these, each 
individual victory is so 
important in determining 
which school wins, which 
is why I'd like to recognize 
the amazing effort of each 
of my teammates during 
the meet. If we had lost just 
2 of those 15 bouts that we 
had won, we would have 
failed to beat UNC. This 
was the first time in pro- 
gram history where we 
have beat the Tar Heels 
back-to-back (we beat them 
two weeks ago at the Philly 
Invitational). 


N-L: Including your 
impressive weekend cam- 
paign, you're now 42-12 

overall as a 


with a re- 


freshman. 


ally tough How do 
match-up VITAL you. man- 
against age to con- 
Notre STATISTICS tinuously 
Dame, x dominate 
who is Name: Josiah Yiu the opposi- 
currently Year: Freshman tion so ear- 
peieec Hometown: Marina Del |} 'Y im your 
#2 in the collegiate 
country Ray, Calif. career? 

in men’s Overall Record: 42-12 JY: I 
fencing. Key Stats: 3-2 after first |] think what 
I kind of round of MACFA play |} has — con- 
got off tributed to 
to a slow bee my fencing 
start, go- this year 


ing 1-1 against their sabre 
team. I tried making ad- 
justments to my game af- 
_terwards, and swept the 
Wayne State and Duke 
teams, going 3-0 against 
each school. I also went 
2-1 against number one 
Penn State, losing a close 
bout 5-4 to one of their 


the most is my energy. I 
definitely wouldn’t be 42-12 
this year if I weren’t always 
so fired up at tournaments. 
I’m constantly jumping 
up and down and yelling 
and pumping my fists, 
and it really helps me get 
into this mentality where I 
know I want the win more 


than my opponent does. 
Another significant factor 
is this routine that I do be- 
fore each bout. I’m a Chris- 
tian, and pretty religious, 
so before | fence | start off 
by praying for a few sec- 
onds. | then jump up and 
down twice, and kind of 
do this skip towards the 
center of the strip to test 
my equipment with my Op- 
ponent, and then start the 
bout. I’m not sure how | 
came up with this routine, 
but somehow it prepares 
me and focuses me. 


N-L: How would you 
describe your personal role 
on the team as well as the 
impact of all of the fresh- 
man? 

JY: As of right now, my 
personal role on the sabre 
team would be that of an an- 
chor I guess. I usually fence 
the last bout of the meet 
against the other team’s best 
fencer, but I don’t think that 
my role is more important 
than any of my teammates’; 
all of our bouts have equal 
importance to me. 

Another role that I have 
is that of a coach. Whenever 
I’m not fencing, I'm right 
next to the strip shouting 
advice, giving encourage- 
ment, or calling timeouts. 
Coaching is honestly my fa- 
vorite thing to do, because 
I can relish in the fact that, 
win or lose, I was able to 
help my teammate in some 
way and be part of a team 
effort. It’s also an opportu- 
nity for me to continue to 
lose my voice while cheer- 
ing (I haven't been to a tour- 
nament where I haven't lost 
my voice yelling/cheering/ 
shouting in excitement). 

As for the impact of 
the other freshman, I'd 
say that without them, 
there would be no JHU 


men’s fencing team. 
Without their talent and 
hard work, we probably 
wouldn’t have beaten as 
many schools as we have 
this year. 


N-L: Again, for those 
of us that are new to the 
world of fencing, shed 
some light on the next 
round of competition, the 
MACFA Round Robin. 
How important is this to 
your season and what are 
your expectations going 
into it? 

JY: The MACFA Round 
Robin, which will take 
place in the next couple 
weeks, is a very impor- 
tant tournament in de- 
termining whether or not 
Hopkins fencing will win 
its conference. So far this 
year, we've beaten all of 
the MACFA schools that 
we've fenced, so going 
into this tournament we 
have high hopes to go un- 
defeated again. 


N-L: Now that you're 
moving -past the invi- 
tational period of your 
season, is there anything 
that you'd like to change 
in the upcoming weeks? 
What have you learned so 
far and what, if any, ad- 
justments do you intend 
to make? 

JY: Now that we’ve 
moved past the invita- 
tional part of the season, 
I think what I'd like to 
change would be the in- 
tensity of our practices. 
I think this change will 
really help us as a team 
to be prepared for any 
schools that we will 
fence in the upcoming 
tournaments, and will 
help us secure yet an- 
other MACFA champi- 
onship. 


W. Basketball improves record to 14-9 


By PAT 
TRACZYKIEWICZ 
Sports Writer 


This past Wednesday 
the Hopkins women's bas- 
ketball team took on Cen- 
tennial Conference oppo- 
nent McDaniel. Despite a 
strong game from senior 
forward Alex Vassila, the 
Blue Jays fell to the Green 
Terror by a score of 57-50. 
Vassila led 


shots of the game as their 
comeback fell short. 

At the half the Jays led 
the way with a 31-22 lead 
while shooting an impres- 
sive 46 percent clip. But 
after the break, McDan- 
iel’s Steph Perez went off 
for 13 second half points 
and her teammate Rachael 
Rybak put up 22, shoot- 
ing 50 percent. McDaniel 
steered clear of the paint to 

avoid Alex 


the way Vassila’s 
with 18 a ; block party 
points and [Vassila]isnow13 — down low 
nine re- ° ape : and settled 
bounds on points shy of being for shoot 
the night. the 14th player In ing from 
McDaniel ; beyond the 
took the program history to are. 

lead 47-44 yeach 1,000 career Fresh- 
with five man Katie 
minutes points. Clark add- 
left in the ed seven 
fourth points of 
quarter her own for 
and never looked back. the Blue Jays, while Fatu 
Hopkins rallied late to Conteh had six points and 


bring it within one point 
at 51-50 with a 1:03 left, but 
missed their final three 


eight rebounds. 
On Saturday the Blue 
Jays took on the Ursinus 


, 
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The regular season for women’s basketball ends on Wednesday. 


College Golden Bears 
and with a 69-65 victory 
improved their record 
to 14-9 while clinching a 
playoff spot in the Cen- 
tennial Conference play- 
offs. Freshman Liz Tom- 
masi led the way with 
a career high 24 points. 
Senior stud Alex Vassila 
added to the win with a 
double-double recording 
21 points and 10 boards 
on the night. It was the 


‘second 20-point game of 


the season for both Tom- 
masi and Vassila. 
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only player in Hopkins history to record 900 blocks, 800 rebounds and 200 blocks. 


Down by four late in 
the fourth quarter, the 
Blue Jays went on an 8-0 
run to take a 63-59 with a 
little under two minutes 
remaining. Ursinus pulled 
within one but Stacy Fairey 
splashed two free throws 
to keep the lead at three. 

Fatu Conteh stole the 
next Bears’ play and was 
fouled for a trip to the 
charity stripe. Missing the 
first of her one-and-one, 
Vassila grabbed the offen- 
sive board and put it home 
to put the lead at Jays' lead 
at five. After two missed 
threes by Ursinus, Liz 
Tommasi iced the game by 
hitting two free throws. 

Alex Vassila was the 
story of the week as she 
had three swats against 
Ursinus to give her 200 ca- 
reer blocks, the first ever 
Blue Jay to reach this mile- 
stone. She was also named 
the Centennial Conference 
Player of the Week for the 
second time this season. 

Averaging 19.5 points 
a game along with 9.5 
rebounds a game, Vas- 
sila is the only player in 
school history to record 
900 points, 800 rebounds, 
and 200 blocks. She is now 
13 points shy of being the 
14th player in program his- 
tory to reach 1,000 career 
points. 

Hopkins closes out the 
regular season Wednesday 
at Franklin & Marshall. 
The Jays currently sit in 
fourth place but could close 
out the year anywhere be- 
tween third and fifth. 
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The Blue Jays ended the day with a dominant 49-0 against the Mules. 


Wrestling tops L6th 
ranked Messiah 


By KYLE METZGER 
For The News-Letter 


Friday evening at 
Goldfarb Gymnasium 
turned into one of the 
strongest victories in 
Hopkins Wrestling his- 
tory. With an impressive 
adversary in 16th-ranked 
Messiah, the Blue Jays 
were more than aware of 
the type of team effort it 
would take to take down 
the Falcons. 

Hopkins began the 
evening strongly Paul 
Bewak’s_ victory over 
Kurt Rodriguez. Bewak, 
currently ranked second 
in the nation, scored a 
technical fall factory 
over Rodriguez. The 125 
weight class, sophomore 
Bewak dominated his 
opponent yet again to 


give the Blue Jays a 5-0 - 


early lead. 

In the 133 pound 
weight class, Hopkins’ 
Ray Yagloski edged out 
his opponent in an in- 
tense 6-4 victory. Ya- 
gloski redeemed himself 
from a 4-2 deficit after 
the first period to give 
Hopkins a 8-0 lead. Ya- 
gloski commented, “Our 
victory against Messiah 
was huge for our team. 


| The win provides the 


team with confidence 
and momentum moving 
forward.” 

Hopkins continued 
its early dominance with 
a Paul Marcello victory 
by injury default over 
Kaleb Loht, who en- 
tered Friday as the fifth 
ranked wrestler in the 
nation. 

Henry Stauber and 
Christian Salera also ac- 
counted for two strong 
wins, building the Blue 
Jays’ lead to 20-0. 

The Falcons nearly 
matched the Blue Jays’ 
20 point lead, but came 
up short, leaving the 
final score 20-19. This 
home victory for the 
Blue Jays became the 
University’s first victory 
over a nationally ranked 
opponent since Jan 9. 
2010, when Hopkins up- 
set 30th-ranked Oneon- 
ta. Yagloski later added, 
"We haven't beaten a 
ranked team in a couple 


years, so it’s very excit- . 


ing to be a part of that.” 
The team did not have 

long to celebrate Friday’s 

victory as they returned 


to the mat on Saturday 


afternoon again at Gold- 
farb Gymnasium. 

The momentum kept 
rolling for the Blue Jays 
as they battled two con- 
ference opponents in 
Merchant Marine Acad- 
emy and Muhlenberg. 

Paul Bewak and Paul 
Marcello continued to 
beat up on their oppo- 
nents as they both won 
their respective matches 
by major decision over 
Merchant Marine Acad- 
emy. | 

The two have pro- 
pelled the teams’ suc- 

( 


cess this season with con- 
sistent victories. 

Ray Yagloski also de- 
feated his opponent to 
contribute to a 14-0 early 
lead over the Mariners. 

“You train hours and 
hours to get positive re- 
sults, and when you end 
up falling short, you ques- 
tion yourself,” Yagloski 
commented. “How you 
bounce back from your 
negative results can re- 
veal your true character.” 

With key wins by 
Christian Ostrowski, 
Henry Strauber, and Kyle 
Spangler, the Blue Jays 
were able to defeat the 
Mariners, 20-13. This 
Hopkins victory played 
a huge role for the team 
as the Mariners served 
as determined competi- 
tion in preparation for the 
Centennial » Conferencey 
Championship. : 

The second Blue Jays 
victory of the day was 
not quite as competitive. 
Muhlenburg, working 
with a short-handed ros- 
ter, only had six wrestlers 
competing. However, 
even when Muhlenberg 
had athletes in play, they 
caused no issues for the 
Blue Jays. 

While four of the Blue 
Jays’ victories were a re- 
sult of forfeit, the other 
six were primarily won 
by complete domination. 
Hopkins’ Paul Marcello 
defeated Che Chensupa- 
nimit by major decision. 
Jody Gowen continued 
the teams’ supremacy 
with another major deci- 
sion win over the Mules’ 
Kyle Fox. Ray Yagloski 
completed his phenom- 
enal weekend by pinning 
Pat Freuling. 

“The wins we had this 
weekend have given us a 
positive spark. With the 
regular season wrapping 
up here shortly, we are 
looking forward to wres- 
tling at home one more 
time at the Centennial 
Conference Champion-. 
ships and repeating as 
Centennial Conference 
Championships,” Yaglos- 
ki added. 

The Blue Jays ended the 
day with a 49-0 triumph 
over the  out-matched 
Mules. The weekend Cen- 
tennial sweep by the Jays 
serves as a sign of what 
could come in the Cen- 
tennial Conference finale 
on Saturday at Goldfarb 
Gymnasium. 

“As a team, our coaches 
have been preaching to us 
to finish strong whether 


it is finishing practice, 


match, or the season in 
a couple of weeks,” Ya- 
gloski said. “At the con- 
ference, regional, and 
national championships, 
we are looking to finish 
strong.” 

_ Hopkins has a Cen- 
tennial Conference title 
to defend. With all of the 
recent success, the future 
shines bright for the team 
as the regular season 
shortly comes to a close. 
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SATURDAY 


M. Basketball vs. Washington, 2:00PM 


Women’s basketball star Alex 


Vasilly became the first player 
to ever record 900 points, 


SATRUDAY 


800 rebounds, and 200 blocks. 


She is only 13 points of 1,000 


career points. 


WEDNESDAY 


W. Lacrosse vs. Old Dominion 1:00PM 


W. Lacrosse vs. Mt. St. Mary's 4:00PM 


Team ellort propels | Wresilin 


M. Basketball to win 


By JON HETTLEMAN 
Staff Writer 


After a win against 
McDaniel College and a 
loss to Ursinus, the Hop- 
kins men's basketball team 
moved to 15-8 overall and 
11-5 in the Centennial 
Conference. With the win 
against McDaniel, the Blue 
Jays clinched a berth into 
the Centennial Conference 
tournament. With two 
games left in the regular 
season, the Blue Jays are 
tied for second place in the 
conference with Muhlen- 
berg College and Dickin- 
son College. 

The 70-60 win over 
McDaniel featured four 
Blue Jays in double fig- 
ures, led by sophomore 
Jimmy Hammer, who tal- 
lied 20 points on the night 
to lead all scorers. Senior 
Adam Spengler added to 
the strong offensive perfor- 
mance with 16 points and 
four assists while fresh- 
man Matt Chiusano and 
sophomore George Buga- 
rinovic added 11 and 10 
points respectively. 

Junior guard Dan- 
iel Corbett explained, 
“Against McDaniel our se- 
niors really stepped up. We 
had a great game plan and 
we executed.” 

In addition to the strong 
offensive performance, the 
Blue Jays were relentless on 
defense. 


“We held—their best 


player to 1-19 shooting. 
Which is tough to do,” Cor- 
bett said. 

The team also forced 11 
turnovers in the match-up 
to fuel their offensive op- 
portunities. 

Hopkins stumbled on 
Saturday as they fell to 
Ursinus 58-50. The loss 
snapped a six-game win 
streak for the Blue Jays. 
With 7:04 left to play in the 
first half, Hopkins led by 
eight points and was up 
30-28 at the half. The start 
to the second half featured 
several lead changes but 
the Bears took the lead 


with 10:33 left to play. 
Ursinus maintained 
their lead and _ never 


looked back on their way 
to victory. Bugarinovic 
contributed 16 points and 
10 rebounds for the Blue 
Jays, posting his fifth dou- 
ble-double of the season. 
Spengler also contributed 
10 points in the loss. The 
Blue Jays made 19 of 62 
field goals on the night and 
were just 1-18 from beyond 
the three point arc. 

Corbett reflected on the 


difficult loss saying, “We 
obviously wish we would 
have played better. Our 
shots just didn't fall.” 

The team will look to 
bounce back this week 
against first-place Frank- 
lin & Marshall College and 
fifth-place Washington Col- 
lege on Wednesday and Sat- 
urday respectively. 

The Blue Jays continue 
to drill and make sure that 
they finish with two wins 
to end the regular season in 
order to prepare themselves 
for a strong playoff run. 

Corbett explained, 
“We're still very confident 
that we can finish the sea- 
son strong with two big 
wins against Franklin & 
Marshall and Washington 
College. Franklin & Mar- 
shall is a very good team, 
but they can be beat and we 
have the talent to win. If we 
cut down on our turnovers 
and limit our opponents’ of- 
fensive rebounds, we'll have 
a great shot of winning both 
games.” 

Assistant Coach Matt 
Righter also stressed the 
importance of drawing a 
strong fan-base for Sat- 
urday night’s matchup 
against Franklin & Mar- 
shall—a “Coaches vs. Can- 
cer” contest. 

Righter noted that, “Sat- 
urday is our last home 
game as well as senior 
night. One of the 'keys' to 
any game will be the fans. 
they are the best in the 
league. I hope to see them 
out there on Saturday to 
support our senior play- 
ers.” 

The Blue Jays will look to 
finish the season with two 
wins and gain momentum 
going into the playoffs. The 
“little things” will be cen- 
tral to the team's success in 
the upcoming weeks. 

"Tt is important to build 
momentum" explained 
Righter. "Specifically, we 
want to be playing our best 
basketball at the end of the 
season. The keys to play- 
ing our best basketball lie 
in the way we execute the 
small plays, which don't 
always show up in statis- 
tics. Little things such as 
setting hard screens, box- 
ing out, establishing posi- 
tion in the post and com- 
municating are all areas in 
which we really need to do 
well if we want to make a 
serious run in the playoffs. 
We have had great leader- 
ship this, year from our se- 
niors, which makes me be- 
lieve that the "little things" 
will be taken care of.” 


FILE PHOTO _ 


The Blue Jays have two games remaining in their regular season. 


Hopkins generates 58 shots on opening day win 


¢ dethrones loth ranked Messiah 


KELLY STANDART/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 


This past weekend the Hopkins wrestling squad took on Messiah, Swarthmore, and the 
Merchant Marine Academy. The team showed up determined to knock off 16th-ranked Mes- 


siah and prevailed 20-19. The victory was the first against a ranked opponent since 2010. 


Women’s Track: 
Tops previous records 


The Lady Jays raced 
against several Division I 
teams this past weekend. 
The team secured an im- 
pressive second place finish 

at the Navy-Multi Madness 
E meet. Page B10 
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Athlete of the Week: 
Josiah Yiu 


The young freshman star 
continues his strong season 
winning 11 of his 14 bouts at 
the Duke Invitational. Yiu 
currently finds himself with 
an impressive 42-12 record. 


_ PageBll 
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Women’s Basketball: 
Clinches CC berth 


Strong performances 
from freshman Liz .Tom- 
masi and senior Alex Vassi- 
ly helped lead the women’s 
basketball team to a guaran- 
teed spot in the conference 
_ Page B11 
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By FRANK SCHIFF 
Sports Editor 


The fourth ranked Hop- 
kins men’s lacrosse team 
began their 2013 season 
with an emphatic, 15-6 
win over the Siena College 
Saints this past Friday at 
Homewood Field. 

On a drizzly and frigid 
February night, Hopkins 
lacrosse shook off the cold 
and burned through the 
Saints, generating 58 shots, 
the most in a single game 
since 2004 against Albany 
when the Blue Jays at- 
tempted 61‘shots. 

On Friday, the squad 
took at least ten shots a 
quarter, including a game- 
high 19 in the opening 
frame. 

Thinking _ big-picture, 
this tremendous offensive 
output provides a glimpse 
into what the Blue Jays 
may be capable of come 
playoff time. Brand new 
rules set in place by the 
National Collegiate Athlet- 
ic Association in hopes to 
help accelerate the pace of 
play by limiting substitu- 
tions on the fly and calling 
for quicker restarts, aids 
the _ offensively-talented 
squads’ philosophy. 

After the victory head 
coach Dave Pietramala re- 
flected on the ideal mar- 
riage between the new 
rules and his team's per- 
sonal strengths. 

“We have a team that 
is made up of guys where 
1 think this favors our 
middies being able to get 
up and down,” he said. 
“We've got big, strong, 
athletic, | North-South, 
downhill dodgers. Our 
attack is slick, crafty, they 
bang the ball around, and 
they can finish it—al- 
though I don’t think we 
did that very well tonight. 
In general, we think (the 
new rules) fit us well.” 

Although Hopkins led 
only 6-4 at halftime, they 
seemed to grow more 
spirited as the game pro- 
gressed, physically out- 


working their opponents. 
In the third quarter, ju- 
nior Rex Sanders scored 
his first of two goals on 
the night and propelled 
an 8-1 Hopkins run that 
put the game well out of 
reach for the Saints. 

Last season Hopkins 
was guilty of fading away 
in the fourth quarter and 
vowed a change to that 
trend this offseason by 
putting a greater empha- 
sis on their cardiovascular 
conditioning. 

“We've conditioned 
more than we ever have,” 
Pietramala said. "We've 
run more. We’ve turned 
away from lifting as much 
as we did and put more 
emphasis on the condi- 
tion portion of things. 
And I'll tell you that one 
of the things I’m most 
pleased with is, I thought 
we got stronger at the end 
of the game, and | think 
we wore them down a 
little bit. We’ve tried to 
take our most challenging 
drill and put it at the end 
of practice and put it after 
conditioning so that we 
would be more fatigued 
either trying to play six- 
on-six and having to com- 
municate and handle the 
ball or we'll take our most 
challenging transition 
drill and we'll put that at 
the end of the practice.” 

Senior midfielder John 
Greeley, who is return- 
ing from a torn ACL that 
sidelined him for most of 
his junior season, also re- 
marked on the new rules 
and the faster pace of play. 

“It’s been enjoyable,” 
he said. “A little bit of an 
adjustment for me. I’ve 
really had to work hard 
to kind of get my condi- 
tioning back up so that I 
can be out there and get 
the ball and go and not 
just hold it and look at the 
bench and try to get into 
something. So it’s been re- 
ally enjoyable. We’ve been 
getting better and bet- 
ter each week in the pre- 
season, and I’m excited 


_high four goals 


to continue to work at it 
throughout the year.” 

Captain and midfield- 
er senior John Ranagan 
paced the team with four 
points on three goals an 
one assist. 

‘After the game he ex- 
plained the teams’ new 
emphasis on the fourth 
quarter. 

"(Siena is) a really good 
team, and-even at half- 
time, it was 6-4,” he said. 
“They were hanging in, 
and we've been talking 
this year about closing 
out games. That's been 
our fault at the end of the 
season, not closing things 
out, and we've been mak- 
ing it a point 
that we're going 
to finish things 
out this year." 

Outside of 
Ranagan, Hop- 
kins received 
three goals from 
junior Brandon 
Benn and two 
goals each from 
senior Lee Cop- 
persmith, soph- 


omore Wells 
Stanwick and 
Sanders. 


Siena sopho- 
more midfielder 
Conor Prunty 
did his _ best 
to keep Siena 
within reach by 
scoring a game- 


on the night. 
However the 
Blue Jay’s vaunt- 
ed defensive 
combo of senior 
captain Tucker 
Durkin and 
senior Chris ' 
Lightner shut down the 
Saints’ two best offensive 
players, Danny Martinsen 
(33 goals in 2012) and Co- 
lin Clive (31 goals in 2012), 
"They're kind of the big 
guns," Saints coach John 
Svec remarked. on Mar- 
tinsen and Clive. "So you 
know they're going to be 
keyed on there. They don't 
know what we're run- 
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ning, and we don't know 
what they're running. It's 
the first game.of the year. 
I. don't’ think [Hopkins] 
did anything in particular. 
They're a good, solid de- 
fense." Bi 

Throughout the night, 
Hopkins reined supreme 
in every major statisti- 
cal category, including 
ground balls (39-17), fa- 
ceoffs (16-of-23) and turn- 
overs (12-15). 


Yet Pietramala  ac- 


knowledged that there is 
still major areas that need 
improvement. “The place 
where I don’t think we 
played fast enough was in 
six-on-six situations,” he 


KELLY STANDART/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Hopkins generated the most shots since 2004. 


said. “And I don’t mean 
rush a shot. I just thought 
the ball at some times 
_ died in our attack’s sticks. 
I'll be honest with you, I 


think our attack needs to” 


perform better.” 

Hopkins will seek to 
build on their early success 
as they travel to Towson 
this Saturday for their first 
road game of the season. 
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